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Satan.—*^ But, Pug, since you do bum with sacli desire 
'* To do the commonwealth of heii some sert ice ; 
*' 1 am content, assuming of a body, 
'^ Yoii go on earth, and yisit men." 
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ADYERTISEMENT. 



The Author of the following trifle, as 
the reader will at once perceive, has taken 
the idea of his story, (if story it may 
be called) froni the Novella di Bel/egor^ 
of the famous Nicolas Macchiavelli. 
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Searching of late the legends old 
Which ancient Cbroniclers have told» 
Of pious Saints, and Martyr's hoary, 
And other worthies famed in story, 
Whose miracles alarmed Old Nick, 
And made him sour and splenetic : 
A musty parchment met my view, 
Of suIph'rous scent, and dingy hue, 
Inscribed to good St. Mildred's famo 
Since first the Devil to his shame, 
On finding the fair Saint at prayers, 
Puffed out her candle unawares, 
Which 6od's bright angel in a fit 
Of holy gallantry, relit.* 



* Si. MUdred. « Sliee was so diligently garded with God's 
angell attending npon her, thatwhen thedivell (finding her at praiers) 
had pnt ont the candall that was before her, the angell forthwith 
lighted it nnto her again."— fF. Lambard'8 PeramhuhtionthrougkKent. 
1670. 
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When in tbe fire abont to toss 
This legend, to the world's great loss, 
(For maagre all its pious mystery 
I relished not the drowsy history) 
I found beneath its monkish lore, 
Strange characters the parchment bore, 
And was in fact a palimsest* 
Too precioas to be Ynlcan^s gaest. 

Disposed in many a formal sqaare> 
Of arrowy shape the letters were — 
Begot, it is believed, wben tipsy 
Upon a geometric gipsy 
By one of Chaldee origini 
Who thns abdacted from her kin 
A grave isoceles triangle.t 

Mach do the leamed doubt and wrangle 
About the way the letters shoold 
Be read^ to make them anderstood. 



* See Note at Page 20. 

t The forin of these singolar characters, the element of which 
is to be foand in the isoceles triangle, or wedge, will 8ufficient]y ex- 
plain the allasion in the text. Those at Persepolis, being cnt in the 
marble monnments, are more definite in form than the inscriptions at 
Babylen, which are rndely stamped on bricks; it is to the former 
ther«forey the name of arraw-headed $kara€ter$, bears more particular 
reference. 
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Siace right to leflt, or leilt to right, 

Or perpendicular, is qaite 

A inatter andetermiDed yet 

Respecting this strange alphabet.* 

Persepolis's " marble waste" 

Has forms like these upon it traced, 

And brickSy and rocks, are sculpturM thus 

At Babylon, Nineyeh, and Shus ; 

But whether Cufic, or Chaldee^ 

Or SyriaCy is the proper key, 

The ** Open Sesame," to shew 

The glorious treasures hid below, 

Let grave philologists expound, — 

Though little they^ as yet^ have found ; 

Their alphabetical Airtation, 

Having led to ootbing but ^e^ation, 

Since changing still beneath their laboars, 

The forms, like those on Vathek's sabres^ 

Vary at every turn their shape 

To let the hidden sense escape.t 

* Dilla YaUe — Uehienaiem — Grote/tnd, and othera, conteod that 
thUalpbabet should be read from left to right: TychsenSi Munter^irom 
right toleft; and Chnrdiny either from left to rlghty or perpendicularly. 

t The admirers of Mr. Beckford's roagniticent oriental romancey 
will at once remember the incident allnded to. 

B 2 
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Much puzzled tbat tbese mystic letters 
Should bold so many heads in fetters, 
Ofl causing tbe imprisoned nous 
In labour^ to bring forth its mouse ; 
Both day and night, by every aid 
The learned have at large displayed, 
I strove the hidden sense tu win 
From the dark mass 'twas buried in— 
Consulting Hager — Miinter — Price — 
JDe Sacy — Milkn — Grote/end, twice, 
Witb Lichtenstein,* and he whose labours, 
Should prosper better than bis neigbbours 
In tbis adventure to compel 
The cabalist to break the spell, 
Since it of rigbt to bim belongs, 
The Champion of the " Unktwwn tongues"f 



* See Hager'8 Diasertation on the Babylonian Jnscriptuma, 1801. 
— Munter*8 Essayin Danish and Germanon thesamesubject. — Price'8 
Dissertation on the AntiquUie8 qf PersepoHt, 1825. — Lettre de M, Sil" 
restre de Sacy d. M. MiUen tur les Inscriptions de» Monumena Persĕpoli' 
fatiis,1803. — Grotefend'8 Prima de Cunealie^guaarocant, Inscriptionibua 
PersepolUania Ugendiset explicandi8 Relatio, 1800. — And Licbtenstein^s 
Tentamen PaleographuB Aasyria A recent publication states, that Dr. 
Lassen of Bonn, has completely sncceeded in decyphering tbe in- 
8cription8 in the arrow-headed character, copied by Niebubr and other 
travellers from the ruins of Persepolis, the particulars of wbich, it is 
aaid, wiii shortly appear in Englisb. 

t The learned Editor of the Moming^ Watch, will pardon this 
playfnl aliusion to the peculiar tenets advocated by tbe pnblication 
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At length — (but how I sball not say, 
Intending at some futare day 
A " big sguare book*' of portly size, 
Shall tell the learaed whom to prize)* 
At length the cabalistic scroll 
Began its treasures to unroU, 
Unyeiling to my raptured sight 
The secret, hid so long in night. — 
In short, I found the manuscript 
(No doubt in Stygian waters dipped) 
Contained a minute of proceedings 
Held in the lower Courts — the pleadings 
Set down at full, with much digression 
On a grave point, which Heirs black session 
Had warmly argued — such the doubts 
Perplexing both the inns and outs, 
And keeping them in combat fierce 
For hours engaged at carte and tierce. 

This I shall give the world, to shew 
How matters are arranged below. 



he 80 ably condacts. His dissertation on the " Records and Science 
of Babylon/' with its ingenious theory respecting the nse and pnr- 
port of the arrow-headed characters ; will amply repay the stndent 
who seel&s for inforniation on this most recondite snbject. 

* A Royal Dnke, on being presented by Gibbon with the 2nd toI. 
of his immortal history ; is said to haTe exc]aimed with CTidentsymp- 
toms of trepidatioo aod disgnst, " fVhatI awther big 8quare book!** 
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Adding such comments as the text 
ReqaireSy where doabtfol or perplexed, 
As far as the impedimcDts 
Tbe tattered manuscript presents 
From yermin, damp, or hands unclean, 
Will gire me leave — since haring been 
Preserted by the Record Commission, 
Tis therefore in a sad condition.* 
St. Mildred's tale has soATered most 
Since mortal Clerks the woric eiq;ro8sed, 
Whose liTing laboars pleased the Saint» 
Adomed with scrolls and fignres qaaint ; 
But time has made the letters sink, 
Being writ with perishable ink. 
Not so the recoid penned below 
By Demons in their house of woe, 
For they the baming liqaid mix 
With water from the ri?er Styx, 
Which whoso oses, will in yain 
Endeayour to extract again. — 



* ** More of the Records of England baTe been destroyed sinee 
Ibe Reoord CommiBsion waa iirst institatedi in 1800; than were de- 
stroyed dnring the foBr previons centttrie8.''-->fivtdfiice tf Sir 7%mms 
PhilU^ b^ore the Skled CommHite, 
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The writing therefore has defied 
All tesUs the cbemic art has tried, 
And still, in spite of time, retains 
The darkness of its early stains. 

Now to my task, wbich thns is writ: 
The Judges of the ittfomal pit 
Were much astonisbed, as the souls 
Of men came down is mighty shoals^ 
To hear them^ one and all, dĕclare 
Their wicked wives bad sent them there — 
That marriage was the root of enU 
The high road leadmg to thd Deril, 
Since they, but for its 8infnl leaveD 
Had doubtless fonnd thelr way to liea?'n. 

The Judges twaid^* with some suspicion, 
Took down each sinners depositiony 
Exchanging now and then a wink> 
While shaking from their pens the ink, 
And shrugging up their shoulders, when 
Tbese facts were swom to by the men^ 
Since they tbe married state had known, 
And felt for pangs so like their own ! 

* lE&cas aud RhadamaiiUioB. 
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£'en Minos too,^ Heirs Chancellor, 
To whom the case they did refer^ 
Thongh here and there, some ticklish questioQ 
Wonld puzzle eveB his digestion^ 
Belieyed it all, if trutb must out^ 
Though wiserit had been^^ to doubt. 
But just then a long suit was pending 
( Which like the labyrinth had no ending) 
Betwixt him and a young centurion^ 
One Captain Taurus^ wbom IoYe's fury in 
Pasiphae, oh sad disaster, 
Led madly to comute his master, 
Hoping no doubt^ when she this fault did, 
The monarcb's hom would be exalted«t 

Besides^ althougb the lock of Nisus 
Megara's city had inade twic€^ his, 
Through Scilla's perAdy^ who cut 
The hair from her dad's occiput^ 



* I am aware I am confoaDdiDg, (as many writ^rs bave done 
berore me), tbe two monarchs of tbis name ; bnt, as Puseli said, wben 
expo8talated with respecting the disproportionate length ofaper8on'8 
foot in one of his pictnres : — " Jt suUs ndne poorpus,** 

t " All the workers of lniqaity shall be scattered, but my horn 
shalt thou exalt like the horn of annnicorn/'— PmIiim, c. xcii. o.lO 11 • 

t Once only,I believe, bnt it must stand, for, as Lord Byron says, — 
** Sometimes 
Kings are not more imperative than rhymes/^ 
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(Like Atropos^ with Fate's own scissors) 
That Minos might be^ when 'twas his, hers : 
Th' impioos love which made the daaghter 
Thus doom her Tather^s head to slaughter, 
Awoke his wrath, nntil he deemed 
The sex far other ihan they seemod. 

'Tis true, the Gods with one consent, 
Deyised a fitting punishment» 
And angry at the prdnk she played^ 
Had to a lark transConned the maid, 
From whence^ 'tis worthy of remark, 
We modems call such trtcks, "a larkJ"* 

Howbeit, the shameless gift whieh sbe sent, 
Fasiphae's crjjn-con too^ so recent, 
Inclined him to prejudicate 
Th' important matter in debate^ 
Although unconsciously no doubt ; — 
For though no human mind's without 
A tinge of prejudice, it will 
Be hid from the possessor still, 
And like tbe delying mole^ within 
The eartb, work surely, though unseen* 

* Ofrid. Met. S. 
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Thas, while impartially he stroye 
To act^ as shoald the son of Joye^ 
And from his mind each passion tear, 
The whispering Demon still was there, 
To warp his judgment, and impart 
To it^ the bias of the heart. 

Bnt to proceed— He gravely weighed 
AU that the puime Jndges said, 
Together with each separate statement 
On which so many a mortal's/af e leant : 
And then apon the margin writ^ 
The legal points which bore on it — 
The strength or weakness of eacb clause~ 
How far tiiey had transgressed the laws^ 
Most subtly weighing in his scales 
The women's faults against the males; 
Each fact, with desterous judgmentj splitting, 
( A task for legal heads most fitting) 
Until he^ without more ado^ 
Out of ane crime^ created two ! 

To Pluto then, Heirs Autocrat, 
With due respect he doffed his hat, 
And from a bag of colour ominous, 
(Being green) so fttll^ 'twas quite abdominous. 
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Drew forth a most portentous cargo 
Of briefs, enough to sink the Argo ; 
That is^ if sins like merchandize, 
Had weight proportioned to their size, 
For neyer yet did l^al rogue 
So black a record disembogue. 

With gaping mouth, and eyes expanded, 
Heirs monarch their contents demanded, 
When he, first baTing read the charges, 
On their enormity enlarges ; 
And while Old Nick with ting^ing ear 
Bent down the catalogne to hear, 
Adroitly poured into his brain 
The view he wished him to maintaiu^ 
But with sodexterous a tact, 
He made it seem his master^s acl : 
Right well he knew, however gracious 
Crowned beads may be, they're most tenacious, 
Of their own judgment in each matter; — 
Hence^ he that would persuade, must Aatter^ 
Hint at the measures to pursue, 
Not broadly shove them forih to vieW| 
Or let his thoughts at once be known 
Thus seeming to impeach their own. 
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For this is an oSence superiors 
Will scarcely tolerate from inreriors. 

In short^ let snch before they proffer 
Unasked advice, (a dangerous offer 
Inferring soniewhat like a sense 
Of loftier intelligence) 
This maxim on their memory riyet, 
If taken^ they'll hate those who giye it. 

I haye a thonght,* as some-one says 
In Reynolds's forgotten plays, 
Which spite of th' incongrnoas mixture, 
I'll slip in here, and make a fixtare, 
But let the sentiment^ my Boss,f 
Being somewhat odd, be inter nos. 

Were monarchs now, as we are told 
Nebachadnezzar was of old^ 
Condemned to graze, like other beasts, 
(A sorry contrast to their feasts) 
By way of penance^ to atone 
For all the folly they haye shewn^ 
Good Lord ! how many a royal ass 
Would in that case, be sent to grass! 

* ^^lharean idear — ^is the sapient remark of a certain drowsy 
interlocntor, in one of Mr. Reynolds*^ defnnct comedies, 

t Bo8$, is a Yankee phrase, signifying friend or companion. 
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I doubt howeyer^ berbs aad roots 
Would scarcely suit those kingly brutes 
Whose more imperial Iove of slaughter^ 
Holding human blood like water ! 
Would prompt them^ in their haste^ to batten 
Where lion, ounce, and tyger, fatten, 
Instead of joining in the feast 
Of any graminivorons beast. 

Having thus digressed, to suit my humour, 
Or Tather, cut the itching tumour 
Of speech, and giv'n the matter vent — 
Like sailors when a cord is rent, 
I'll patch my story^s broken tether, 
By splicing both the ends together. 

I left Old Nicksa, ('tis a trick 
To call so grave a King, Old Nick, 
Since there's no doubt the name arose 
From Nicksa, as Sir Walter* shews) 
I left Old Nicksa gravely Ilstening, 
With open mouth^ and optics glistening, 
To Minos, as that leamed roister 



* " Lettera on Denumtilogy and W%t€heraft»* For some curioas par- 
ticnlars respecting '*01d JSick," see ^^Bimhtr*s Glossary ^f Archaic 
and Provincial Worda,** 
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Opened each clients legal oyster, 
(That is, his case) with laws own knire, 
The barbinger of woe and strife ! 
Until the luckless monarch got 
So pazzled by laws polyglot, 
That he^ although in most things wiser 
Than his grave Chancellor, and adyiser, 
Was fain to prop this arm, and t'other, 
On Sophistry, and Law iis brother. 

Tis strange — and here I must premise 
I'm going to 8oliloquize^ 
Or think aloud-*an awkward practise 
Contriyed by play wrights^ but the fact is 
No other way the knayes have got, 
To let the audience know the plot ; 
And therefore with great nonchalance^ 
They make some sapient wight advance 
Towards the foot-lamps, and declare 
His secrets to the open air ; 
Avowing^ whilst he gives his reasons, 
Intended murders, plots, and treasons, 
The guilt of which success diminishes— 
Until the play, as usual^ iinishes 
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Hy death in Tragedy—- while marriage 
Eods Comedy^a like miscanriage ! 

'Tis strange by wbat a slender thread 
The wisest men are oflen led 
By minds^ whose inteDectaal tone 
Is far inferior to their own ; 
Although they doubtless think, their will 
Exerts its power of freedom still. 
Strange too, the weaker intellect 
Shoald in the stronger one^ detect 
Those little failings which we iind^ 
Taint more or less the greatest mind, 
And thence have pow'r to twist and bend 
Their inAuence to a selfisb end. 
Most strange^ tbat men whose narrow souls 
With sight deitectiTe as a moIe's, 
Can scarce see through the mental night 
Which shronds them, even a little light, 
Should yet with such adroitness Bnd 
The weakness of a nobler mind.* 



* " The Second^ate Man^ — " He has a qiiick and practiAed eye for 
tbe detection of faiilt8, and, falling short of excellence himsel^, knows 
notaoy pleasnre so exqni8ite and unmixed, as that ofexposing the 
errors of great minds, Ambition being disappointed, jealonsy became 
bis master passion ; from tlie torments of which he derives all his 
pain^ and frora its gratiiication all his pleasnre ** 

The Anthor of ^^ Sydenham.'* 
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Has Nature^ when with Diggard hand, 
The intellect of such sbe spanned, 
To compensate the Miitless zany, 
Giyen to one sense the force of many, 
By binding in her melital tether 
The puny shoots of wit together ; 
Until the aggregate of all 
Makes up a brain^ however small^ 
Lest from a head so bossed and hollow 
A mental bankruptcy should foIIow ? 

Perhaps so — but the mind's a sea 
Of such profundity, that we 
Can only with our line expIore 
The creeks and shallows near the shore ; 
Since none can penetrate, I wis, 
Th' ^^ unbottomed iniinite abyss/^ 
And with a bright *'Ithurieleye,"* 
Detect the hidden mystery. 

Tis true that many sages^ don 
Their metaphysic glasses on, 
(Porgetting that seIf-Iove will vamish 
The lens^ and thus its cleamess taraish) 



* This beaiitifal epithet I have borrowed from a charming volame 
of Poetry by Alaric A, Watts. 
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And with dark lantborn searching roand 
Their aiind's dim chamber, think they've foand 
The clue~-exclaiming, sach their speed is, 
Eureka, like old Archimedes. 

But little can of minds be known 
By people searching in their own, 
Since they will in this error fally 
That one is bat the type otall. 
Like grave phrenologists, who call 
Some heinoas malefactor's skall, 
Whose itch for killing and for thieving 
Was known right well, and thence conceiving 
The other facalties his brain has, 
Are written on his skuU as plain as 
Those wicked organs, map and label 
Th' exterior like an E. O. table ; 
And then proclaim themselves proficient 
In things known but to the Omniscient, 
Acquiring all this knowledge ample, 
From one equivocal example. 

Pantastic theorists ! — we might 
As well believe Descartes right, 
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Wiien be conceived the pineal gland^ 
• Was where the spirit took its stand ; 
Because he knew no other use 
To which that organ coald conduce, 
And therefore clapped the soal upon it, 
As Artistes do on blocks^ a bonnet ! 

But to resume tbe broken tbread :— 
To Nicksa, as before I said, 
The learned Judge tbe law expounded ; 
Till he, bewildered and confounded, 
Was dazzled by tb' escessiye ligbt 
Thrown on it by that sapient wight, 
Whose heap of glosses on each text 
The monarch's head but more perplexed, 
Though neyer yet was any man decked 
With deeper sense than this great Pandect. 
Howe^er^ 'tis to all well known, 
Law has a language girite its own, 
So dark, it cannot be trasalated 
£xcept by the initiated ; 



* A small heartlike snbstance, abont the size of a pea, sitnated at 
the basis of the brain. It was fornierly snpposed (and by Descartes 
anong others) to be the seat of the soul. 
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And they^ by phrases tecbnical 
Baild round it sach a massiye wall, 
That all who clamber o'er the stones 
6et battered heads or broken bones, 
Before they reacb the darksome cell 
Where Trath is hid in Law's deep well, 
The bottom of wbose depths profound 
No mortal plummet e'er could soand ! 
Then marvel not that Nicksa's wit, 
When Law's dark glamour came o'er it, 
Like newly bottled beer became 
Quite Aat^I speak it to his shame — 
Until the lengthy 6xposition 
Of Minos, such was his condition, 
Appeared to him, he grayely said^ 
'^ A glooming light, much like a shade !"* 

Oh Law thou Science of all Sciences ! 
Great is thy strength^ for ^' all appliances 
And means to boot/' are used by thee, 
Thou Rosicrusian mystery, 
Thine is the true alchemic art, 
That tarns the baseness of man's heart 

• Spencer* 
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To thy sole profit, and sets loose 
Its passioDS for thy proper ase, 
Thus, as the Alchemists haye told, 
From baser metals making gold. 

Oh Law ! thoa undigested mass 
Of all that is, and all that was— 
Thou dark and puzzling palimsest,* 
On which two meanings are expressed- 
The outward, easy to expoand — 
The inward, quite untrodden ground, 
Except by legal folkSy who thread 
Its labyrinths with practised tread. 
Like the philosophers of old. 



* PalimBest. It was a commoD practice with the Greek and 
Latin copyists of the middle ages, to erase an ancient manuscript for 
the purpose of making room for another on the same parchment. 
Fortana|ely for the interests of learning, the erasure, either from the 
imperfection of the instmment, or the awkwardness of those nsing it, 
was seldom complete : and this circumstance, added to the indefati- 
gable exertions of Signor Angelo Maio, Librarian to the Vatican ; has 
been the means of recovenng many of the most valuable productions 
of antiqaity. A considerable portion of Cicero*8 celebrated treatise 
De Republica, was foand concealed beneath St, Aagastine^s Com- 
mentary on the Psalms ; and fragment8 of an old commentary on 
Yirgil, had in like manner been removed, to make way for the Homilies 
of St. Gregory. 

<< Tbe Codex Ephrem,'' one of the oldest and most valnable of the 
Greek manuscripts of the New Testament, is a paUmaett or codex 
rescripius. 
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Two separate rules of faitb they hold ;* 
Their pablic doctrines preach aloud 
To satisfy the gaping crowd, 
Reserving for a favored few 
The secret tenets of the crew : 
Esoteric doctrines framed with care 
To cheat the mass, who only stare, 
And marvel at tbe sleight or hand 
They see, but cannot understand. 
What's Law ?— -Alas ! too many know 
What Law is, from the debts they owe : 
What's Law ? — the strong and twming asp, 
And he, the fooI within its grasp, 
Struggling, as Laocoon of old did» 
The client in its gripe enfolded.t 

* *^ Oiie, the exoteriCf externa1, or public doctrine ; the other, the 
eaoiericj internal, or secret doctrine.*' 

t I faave found that lawyers take froni 8eventy-fi¥e to ninety per 
cent. on an average ; sometimes as high as eight hnndred per cent. ; 
viz., their charges have been abont £2,300, for V7hat, when taxed, the 
legal charge ^ras only £331. 7s. 6d. ; and taken the greater part in 
advance too, stopping it out of money passing through their hands. 
In twenty years they have thu» taken nearer £100,000 than £50,000 
from me and mine; their regular law charges alone amounting to 
npwards of £2,500 a year, and under the nanie of what they call their 
cash payments— many of which were no paynients at all — nearly as 
much more. In no other country in the world are there, or ever have 
there been, inch abnses of this kind as in England."— S^tr Egerton 
Brydgca* Autohiography, 

Thellnson having amassed £600^000, directed this enorraous snm 
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Our Shakspeare talks of law's delay^ 

And what does Young, the moral, say ? 

" Procrastination/' quoth the rhyme 

Reflective— " is the thief of time," 

And doubless 'tis a pithy saying 

To those by the road side delaying : 

But I would think he further saw, 

Called he procrastination^ law — 

Since 'tis the essence of its strength, 

Its width, its breadth, its deptb, its length — 

The "petty space" that "day to day'* 

Creeps on— until the odds to pay 

Are fearfully against the client^ 

Whose temper has been too compliant. 

Ye Gods ! how curious 'tis to see 
The " fond impossibility "* 
Shewn by the tribe a suit to finish, 
And thus their legal gains diminish— 

to be accamulated in the way of componnd interest, dnring the live8 
of all his male descendants living at the period of his decease, and 
tbe life of the 8arvivor of them. They were in all 13 persons. 
The probability wa8,that the accnmnlation wonld last 80 years^and the 
whole might then devolve upon a minor ; when it might be prolonged 
for 21 years more. The plan has, howeYer, proved a total fai]nre. 
The eipences of management swallow np so mnch of the annual 
prodoce, that the accumulation is very trifling ; while in the mean 
time, the testator^s descendants are all more or less, (or were within 
these few years) ia a comparative state of indigence. 
* Lovelace« 
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Still to old precedents referriDg— 

DemarriDg still^ and still deDiorriogy 

And like Penelope, unwinding 

By night, what they've by day been biading : 

Till it begins at last to strike 

Tbe client, tbat his sait is like 

The AIexandrine in Pope's song* 

Still dragging its slow length along.* 

Butif a ChaDceryt suit tbey bandle» 
Like Oysters brought froni Coromand^U 
On one of wbich, some eigbt or nina 
Stout fellows can coatriye to dine :% 
Lord ! how tbe barpies tbrong about 
Until they suck tbe sabstwce out, 
Since one'B sufficient to maintain 
A tithe of lawyers in its traio. 

* *' A needless Alexandrine ends tlie song, 
That, like a wonnd^d snakie, drags it slow length along.** 

Essay on Criticinn, 

t In Carey'8 Preaent State o/ Engtandy pnblished in 1627, the Court 
of Chancery is especially denonoced as ** a gnlph withont a bottom, 
never full ; a Conrt swelling and ready to burst with canses ;*' and 
the pleadings are charaeteri«ed as ^ fiill of impertiDent raatter, with 
large margins, great distanees between tbe lines, and protractioii of 
words, with their many dathes and slashes put ua piaee o€ words/' 

t The Coromandel Oysters are of soch an eKtraordinary size, that 
one is frequently fouod of 8ufficient capacity (so trayellers assort) to 
assnage the hnnger of several persons. On the coast of the island of 
t/elebes, as stated in Dampier*s Yoyage, they are said to reach a 
growth equally gigantic. 
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Meanwhile the owners^ standing by 
With gaping moath, and staring eye, 
Behold their wealth in spite of Cocker, 
Going fast to Davy Jones^s locker.* 

At length— (rm SHre this long digression 
Is tiresome beyond expression) 
At length the Power igniponent 
From troubled ttiought, to action went, 
And called his Commons in a trice, 
Most grayely asking their adTice : 
For thoagh a despot in his heart, 
He chose to act a liberal part, 
By giving to his dingy elves 
The shew of thinking for themselves. 

Right well he knew the factioas crowd, 
Althoagh beneath oppression bowed, 
If left the empty power of railing 
Will scarcely feel the chain they^re trailing ; 



* About foarteen years ago a Mr. Oray left £700. consols for a 
ruptore society, but the particular society not being clearly deAignated, 
8everal claims were pnt in. The Court of Chancery only conld 
decide the point, and in the antnmn of 1833, made its award. The 
8um of £86. 148. Id. was then paid to a rupture Society in Southwark ; 
the remaining principal and interest, £744. lOs, lld., being swallowed 
up in law expence8 ! 
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But prate and prate, until they deem 
They are the thing they only seem, 
And will at length almost agrĕe, 
The pow'r of talking raakes them free. 

Hence mortal Kings, who from their birth 
Are God's Yicegerents upon earth, 
(So say their friends,* though from their tricks 
I've some suspicion they're Old Nick's) 
When fixed some ticklish point to carry, 
Or to divorce a wife— or marry — 
Or rdse their bastards to the Peerage, 
( A case that's common in this queer age) 
Or make a Countess of a W. — 
Or some such thing— but I'1I not trouble you 
With what : — enough that they contrive 
Adroitlyto attract the hive 
To matters that concem the nation, 
More than an npstart's elevation ; ^ 
Some Bill, of which the outs complain, 
Denouncing in prophetic strain. 



* ^' The King is the snpreme head given by God to the Nation, and 
nnites in himselt* the legi8lative, judicial, and execative powers, being 
responsible, not to thenation,butonly to God,and hisown conscience." 
— M, de Bulow*8 «auwer to Benienberg^s work " On the admimgtration of 
the Chancellor Prince HardenhergC* 



Digitized by 



Google 



26 B£LF£GOR. 

Each clause^ antil a fierce debate 
Arising^ keeps tbe house up late 
Stirs up the bile^ uotil they're hoarse^ 
And rouses with instinctiYe force 
Seir-IoYe, that like a slumberiag snake, 
Will at tbe slightest sound awake, 
To bid them struggle in the race^ 
(For all are patriots, out of placej 
While that which first their notice drew 
Slips in the noisy turmoil through.* 

Now Pluto, who to blind their eycs, 
Thns condescended to advise 
With his most faithful Commons — knew 
Right well the best plan to pnrsue, 
And while he Aattered them, was bent 
To have his willy yet (heir cmsent. 

*' AU have their price/* — This maxim sinister 
Was held by a sagacious minister,t 
To whom Man's heart (that sordid elf 
Whose passions centre all in self ) 



* Some curions instances inight be addnced in tupport of the 
remark in the text ; one of which occnrred when the Reform Bill 
M^as the all-engrossing topic of debate, and passed unnoticed^bat the 
time was adroitly chosen. 

t Sir Robert Walpole. 
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UnTeiled its secrets^ better bid, 

Pandora's box, without the lid. 

" AU have thelr price :" — the doctrine curst 

Was proyed by bim wbo broached it first, 

Nor did he with it lightly tax 'em, 

But from experience drew the maxim. 

And is it true? — I won'tsay all, 
But of th' elect the number's small, 
And even these if bribed with skill, 
Would soon I fear, be smaller still. 
'Tis but to gain the leading men, 
To choose witti tact the how and when, 
Softening with Aattery the proud — 
With gold the factious and the loud— 
For in thejirst the deference shewn 
By rank superior to their own, 
Awakes a feeling, that with skill 
May ofl be moulded to your will, 
lf when you find these arts prevail, 
With power or rank you tum the scale. 
As for the last, to cure their railing, 
6old is a nostrum never failing — 
Like Cerberus they bark — the sop 
Is thrown them, and at once they stop. 
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Or only growl at timcs, to aid 

The sordid caase for wbich they*re paid.* 

Hail Independence ! quoth the bard 
Who wrote for pension and reward, 
And while be penned tbese Iofty strains, 
Bartered tbe product of his brains. 
AIl bail ! thou shadow of a shade ! 
He wbo inToked thee to bis aid, 



* The following iostaiice of Parliamentary corraption, at the 
commencement of the reign of George III, is related by Sir Nathaniel 
Wraxall, and confirmed by the Bishop of Landaff, in the anecdotes 
of his life, as well as in Almon*8 *< Life of Lord Chatham." — '* John 
Ross Mackay, who had been private Secretary to the Earl of Hute, 
and afterward8 during seventeen years, was Treasnrer of the Ord- 
nance, a man with whom I was personally acqaainted, freqaently 
avowed the fact, He lived to a very advanced age, sat in several 
Parliaments, and only died in, I believe, 1795. A gentleman of high 
profe88ional rank and onimpeachable veracity, who is still alive, told 
me that, dining at thelate Earl of Besboroagh'8, in Cavendish 8quare, 
in the year 1790, where only four persons were present, iucluding 
him8elf, Ross Mackay, who was one of the number, gave them the 
most ample information on this subject. Lord Besborough having 
called after dinner for a bottle of exceUent Champagne, a wine to 
which Mackay was partial, and the con^ersation happening to tnrn 
on the means of governing the House of Commons, Mackay said that 
money formed after all the only effectnal and certain method. The 
peace of 1763, continned hc, was carried throngh, and approved, by 
a pecuniary distribution. Nothing else could have surmoonted the 
diAiculty. I was myself the channel through which the money passed. 
With my own hand I secured above 120 votes on that most important 
qoestion, to Ministers:— £80,000 were set apart for the purpose. 
Forty Members of the House of Commons received from me £1,000 
each. To eighty otbers I paid £500 each. Mackay afterward8 con- 
iirmed, more than once, this fact, to the gentleman above-mentioned, 
who related it to me." 
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Was doomed to never bear on high 
" The lion heart and eagle eye:" 
Since mingling mach in party strire^ 
And dogged by Poverty through life, 
Whose shrinking form and drooping lids 
A Iofty gaze or port forbids, 
And keeps Care ever in attendance — 
With him indeed, 'twas In- Dependence. 

But hold ! I wander from nay task. — 
Most gravely did Heirs monarch ask 
His congregated Commons, to 
Give him their advice what to do : 
But whether he had tried to move 
By means I've hinted at above^ 
Their judgement previously or not, 
I'm grieved to say, I've quite forgot. 

Both loud and fearfal was the din 
Th' infernal Parliament within, 
As round their King the members sate 
Engaged in desperate debate, 
And mangling each opinion thrown 
As surly mastiffs do a bone. 
In fact, so great a clamor rose, 
A listener shrewdly might suppose 



Digitized by 



Google 



30 BKLPEGOR. 

Beside old Babers tower he stood^ 
Jast when the assembled multitude, 
With all the strength of human langs 
Were trying their new gift oftongues. 

And here I shall make no apology 
For a choice morsel of philology, 
But to the world at once make known, 
A derivation qaite my own^ 
Which will^ no doubt, in Todd's edition 
Of Johnson^ take its due position. 

At Babel were the tongaes confoanded, 
From Babcl, bdbhle is compounded — 
Thence babbler comesi which means^ quoth 

Walker, 
(Whose book I quote) — "an idle talker." 
£a&&/m$f— a word^ there's no denying, 
*' Ofsound and fury signifying 
** Nothing"-^^ Macbeth says — a good 
Authority, so Tll conclude. 

But to resume. — Plan after plan 
Was laid before ttie graye divan, 
Each ushered in by fitting speeches ; — 
But as th' imperfect record reaches 
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No farther than some isolated 
Uncertain facts> and those nndated, 
ni merely qaote, to prove the noiis, 
O' the members of the lower bouse» 
The smoky part which yet sarvives 
In th' PandemoDium's black arcbi^es. 
Great was the task, I must premise, 
Thoagh backed by 6aIileo's eyes,* 
To extract> as Moore says> the '' forbidden " 
" Virtae "t within the record hidden, 
And out of many a smoky fragment, 
Decypher what each hellish wag meant. 
In fact the parchment was so shriveiled, 
So carbonized, and so bedevilled, 
The charred roUs of old Pompeia, 
Of ii, may give you some idea ; 
Tbose clas^c ^ragments of papyrus, 
'Bout wbich the antiquarians tire us, 
TJnrolling them with mighty care, 
When "Pass! begone !"— there's notbing therc, 

* Although Galileo was not the iiiveiitor of the teleseope, be wat 
uDdoubtedly the tirst by whom that briUiant discorery wai improved, 
and readered of such ioestimable IraportaDce to the uterestt of 
science. 

t " What though it may taste of the smoke of that Aarne, 
Which in secret extracted ita virtue forbiddeD.'' 

Mowre^s '' Irish Mehdiea;' 
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Except some wortbless paleography^ 
Scarce worth the trouble of glossography.* 

£'eD the ramed parchment of Macpherson^ 
(That which he penned his scraps of Erse on) 
Whcn by critics put into a hufF, he 
Produced it to them soiled and snufFy,t 
Scarce took th' inspectors by the nose 
More quick than this did, waking throes 
In the nasal organs of the curious, 
Though that was snufFy, this sulphureous. 

A subtle trick, to steep his Gaelic 
In sundry ounces of cephalic, 
To make it seem by this iniquity, 
As if long hid in deep antiquity. 



* A great variety of the maDuscripts foaDd at HerculaDeum, were 
UDrolled aoder the snperiDteodaDce of Sir H, Dayy, aad reodered 
partly legible ; but their coDteots were only prodactive of disappoint- 
meat, beiog of eqnal unimportance with the specimens which had 
been preyiously examined. Two ▼olumes were published in 1824 by 
the UniTersity of Oxford, lithographed from the original papyri, to 
which was appended a Catalogne of npwards of 90 manuscripts which 
had been presented to the UniTcrsity by his late Majesty. In this, 
however, there is little calcnlated to awaken additional regret in the 
mind of the scholar, at the diffica]ty experienced in unrolling these 
fragment8 of ancient learning, 

t '* The fragment8 I afterwards saw in Mr. Macpherson's handsyby 
no means appeared of recent writing : the paper wa§ much stained with 
nnoke, and daubed with Scots* 8nuff"^Dr, Adom Pergwon^s Leiter to 
Mr, Mackenzie, 
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But as I said before, ihe din 
Was great Heirs Parliament within, 
Tongue aoswering tongue with mighty clamour 
Like anvil echoing the hammer ; 
So much so> that the short-hand writers, 
Could scarcely follow these *' prize fighters " 
Through the long maze of each oration, 
Unto its glorious peroration* 

Kings wed hy proxy, as we're told 
In records^ and in histories old, 
But yet we do not find it stated^ 
The marriage thus was consummated : 
They left their proxies to go through 
The forms^ but not th' essentials too, 
Lest their chaste consorts through these means 
Should become gueans, as well as queens. 

Peers vote hy proxy — this no doubt 
Preyents the brain from wearing out, 
And sayes them all the toil and woe 
The Yulgar Commons undergo, 
Whose reasoning powers are taxed each night 
To prove that what they vote for's right. 
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Not so th' onfettered Peers— the wind 
Is not more free and anconfined, 
Than these bright lilies of the field 
To wbom the humbler flow'rets yield. 
^' Tbey toil not^ neither do they spin/' 
When they their earthly course begin, 
But wander whither their caprice 
May lead them~or to Prance or Greece ; 
Retaining power to legislate, 
Though seas divide them from the state 
For which their vote a law may frame, 
Perhaps unknown to tbem by name; 
Yet passed by those^ wbo neyer heard 
Of its details a single word. 

Tis strange tbe *^ lubbar fiend" below, 
Did Dot this precious bocm bestow 
On the dark canclave whom his call 
Had roused — the prototype of all — 
Th' original Honse of Lords^ whose irame 
Was modelled when to Hell tbey came, 
On being for tbeir many vices 
From Hea^^n espelled! the cocatrices! 
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Mach labour had bcen spared no doabt, 
Had they this sapient plan found ont, 
And voted, like the great on earth 
By proxy — such ihe right of birth! 
What breath had ttien been unexpended, 
What ears from torture been defended, 
How many precious thoughts been hid 
Like gems beneath the casket's lid^ 
Or sparks within tbe stone— no dint 
Of steel to call them from the flint. 
And oh, what toil had the translator, 
In his twin task as commentator, 
Been spared, had these loqnacioiis eWes 
By using proxies> spared themseWes. 

Most gloriotts privilege ! the meed 

Of Earth's Aristocratic breed ! 

Enabling them at wiU, to glide 

Thus smoothly down Iife's rapid tide, 

Whose fiery sui^es madly boil, 

Around the sons of want and toil. 

How sweet^ to leaTe our stormy shore^ 

Spain's mountain labyrinths explore — 

Roam to Italia's classic ground^ 

And gaze on all that's scattered round ; 
D 2 
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Watch the bright sun-beam as it falls 

Chequering th' Eternal City's walls ; 

Or sleeping on that mass sublime^ 

Almost triumphant over Time, 

The Coliseum's giant frame, 

Rome's greatest marvel, and her shame !* 

When democratic surges boil, 
£scaping from the rude turmoil 
Is pleasant— pleasant too, to think 
While from the vulgar mass we sbrink, 
By cutting thus the soul in two, 
A double function 'twill pursue ; 
And like the polypus, when shred^ 
Gain by the act a second head. 
Hence while one portion, idly bĕnt 
On pleasure, seeks the Continent ; 
The other, in a proxy's shape, 
Doth legislative functions ape, 
And loiters in the house, pursuing 
Its course, laws making or undoing ; 



* Hergreatest marrei, on accoant of the niai;oitade of the bailding 
— herahame, considering the parpose for which it was erected. 
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As if its pow'rs, like instinct, still 
Worked independent of the will. 

Blest nile, that for this favored race 
Annihilates both time and space^ 
Claps down beside St. Peter*s chair, 
The House of Lords (incongruous pair) — 
Or moves it to the glorions Rhine» 
Should they at CobIentz chance to dine^ 
In order by this wholesome measnre, 
To suit their duty to their pleasure. 

Changed by thy power, the lordly dance 
Becomes two gentlemen at once,* 
The *^ delicate monster" of the isle^t 
Having " two voices ** to beguile, 
Enabling him to use at choice 
" His backward, or hisforward voice;" 
Though to the damage of the state, 
The backward*s been most used of late, 
By those sHlI anxious to prolong, 
" The RiGHT DiviNE to govern wrong/'J 

* It is Mrs. Malaprop I belieye, who describes Cerberns as being 
'' tkree geniiemen at onee" 

t Stephano, <' Foar legs, and two yoice&l a most delicate monster ! 
His forward Yoice now is to speak well of his friend ; hia backward 
yoice is to ntter foal speeches, and to detract."— Tmiji^si, Act iL 
Sceae ii« 

t " The RiGHT DiviNBof Kings to goyern wrong.— Poj)e's Duneiad, 
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Bot n'importe^it cannot last^ 

The present soon will be tbe past; 

While froai futarity's dark cloud, 

Like spectre bursting from its shrond, 

The AveDger Time, whose stealthy pace 

Thougb slow, yet ever wins tbe race, 

tJpstarting, will at once destroy 

The privileges Lords enjoy ; 

And prove them, while Oppression's friend, 

But '' shaUow monster^'* in the end. 

Confessors were employed of old 
The consciences of Kings to hold, 
For Monarchs deeming sucb things were 
But trifles, quite beneatb their care, 
To others the affair entrusted, 
By whom tbe balance was adjusted ; 
A mode of acting somewhat odd, 
Thus judging betwixt man and 6od. 
The charge bowever, was but small, 
Few having consciences at all, 
Or consciences, as Jockies say, 
0{feather weight, so light were they : 



* THnculo, ^ By tliU good light, thU is a Tdry shallow monster :— 
1 afeard of him?— a Yery weak monster.'' — Tempestj Ad ii, Seeng iu 
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Hence, those \^ho had them in their keeping, 
Still left the embrio atom sleeping^ 
Nor deemed it (sach their prudence) right, 
" To mention hell to ears polite/'* 

Tis somewhat thas with Peers, who roam 
Like '' chartered libertines/' from home, 
And while their pleasures they pnrsae^ 
Preserve their legal fanctions too : 
Entrasting to a brother peer, 
Their consciences, '^ and such small gear'*^ 
To him transferring all their cares, 
And looking throagh his eyes, not theirs— 
ITsing hiB brain to legislate^ 
With his ears hearing a debale, 
(Themselves being merely men of straw, 
Although their vote holds good in law) 
Their proxy, like a fireman, tarning 
The hose on that most fiercely baming, 
Uses their vote to stop a measare 
From passing— sach his lordly pleasure— 
And, wielding thas another^s will, 
Eeeps legislation standing still. 

* Popc 
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Anotber privilege is theirs, 
As well the Statute Book declares, 
Porbidding all the baser sort, 
(Tbat is, those who're anknown at coart) 
To draw the long bow, lest tbe mass 
Should in tbat noble sport^ surpass 
Their betters — since tbe law accords 
The priyilege alone to lords, 
Who gratefoI for the faYor sbewn^ 
Have made the practice qaite their own.* 

Bat what bave Peers wbile Iife is theirs, 
To do with bell, or hell's al^rs?— 
'Tis true th' onmipotence of Death 
Stops great, as well as Yulgar breath ; 
Nor heeds th' aspiring of the proud, 
But hurls them 'mid tbe common crowd, 
Althoagh the porcelain of the earth, 
To rot with those of meaner birth !— 
To leam how little 6od regards 
The fooI whom fortune's smile rewards. 



* By a statnte of the 25th of Jannary, 1504, it U enacted that no 
man shall shoot in a long bow withont the King*8 license, except he be 
a lord, or have two hnndred mark land. 
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Unless his yirtaous actions^ sbould 
Eqaal his means of doing good. 

What then becomes of them, is not 
My proyince to discass — their lot 
If dark, may be in Uades' gloom— 
If bright/ in Heaven's drawing room, 
To officiate as lords in waiting, 
And usher the celestial state in. 
At present Pluto's dark dominions, 
Hell's mighty peers, and their opinions, 
Require my inefficient aid 
To pluck them from oblivion's shade ; 
And shew the world how Pluto scorns 
The dilemma with its pair of horns. 

One, thought it best to bring a host 
Of females from the upper coast, 
And when by counsel they were heard, 
On all the charges men preferred ; 
To place both parties face to face, 
And listen to each separate case, 
By which sagacious means, no donbt, 
The hidden truth would tumble out. 

But scarcely had he ceased, when all 
The swarthy demons, with a squall 
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Loud as from multitudes, aud harsh 
As ball-frogs croaking in a marsh ;* 
Expressed their horror, and ayersion» 
T' a plan which shook them like a tertian. 

Meanwhile of orators, a score, 
Who'd striven in vain to speak before, 
Bursting with wrath^ upon their legs 
Upstarted, like the metal pegs 
Of organSy when they let the wind 
Into the pipes its passage find, 
Where muttering in each narrow case, 
It treble squeaks, or grumbles base. 

Not champagne wben it finds a vent — 
Not porter long in bottles pent, 
Ejects more furioasly the cork 
Without the aid of screw or fork, 
Than did these candidates the speech, 
That like a hail-9torm burst from eacb. 
All strove to speak at once, but foand 
Their voices in the struggle drowned. 



* << No soooer had th' Almighty eeas'd, but all 
The mnltitude of Angels, with a shont 
Loud as from numbers without number, sweet 
As from bless'd ▼oiceS| uttering joy/' &c.— ilftUcm. 
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Till one, by dint of Stentor^s langs, 
0'erpowered the strength of weaker tongues, 
And thus : — 

What pĕristaltic strain 
Hath acted on our brother^s brain, 
And caused it foolishly to vent 
DuU froth, instead of argument. 
Was he not one of those who tried 
Th' embraces of a mortal bride,* 
And for the uxorious fault was hurled 
From heav'n into this nether world ? 
Was he not one, I say, who deemed 
Woman the angel that she seemed ; 
tJntil experience proyed her soul 
At yariance with the form she stole, 
And that her power of working eyil, 
Made her a fit match for the Deyil ? 

Eyen I, though many a thousand years 
Haye tbnndered through tbe rolling spheres, 
Since she^ for whom I fell from bliss 
Into heirs dark and swart abyss, 



* <<The Bons of God saw the danghters of men that they were fair ; 
and they took them wiYes of all which they chose/*— Graesu, c. vh o. 2. 
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Was gatbered to her fathers— feel 
A tingling throngh my body steal, 
When memory to my sonl recalls 
That most unfortnnate of falls. 
What was my fate ? — (not mine alone 
As all who fell with me^ mnst own.) 
What was my fate, I say ? — Oh neyer, 
Even were my speech to last for eyer, 
Conld I reconnt one tithe of all 
She made me snffer when her thrall. 
Her rage— her quickness at inyenting 
Arts of ingeniously tormenting, 
Mixed with caresses, when she thonght 
She had my patience oyerwronght , 
Conspired to make the place where she 
Existed, worse than hell to me, 
Till in my agony of pain, 
I wished myself unbom again ; 
Since all the happy days I passed 
In marriage, were the first and last. 
At length Death came with icy hand, 
And led ber to his silent land — 
Yet in that moment wben I hid 
Her corpse beneath the coffin's lid. 



Digitized by 



Google 



B£LF£GOR. 45 

I trembled, lest a hidden spark 

Of life should linger in the ark, 

Nor felt at ease, until I foand her 

In hell^ with Styx nine times around her. 

Yet was she beautiful— her form 
The sylph4ike willow in the storm, 
Waying as if its branches bent 
To the music of the element. 
Her face like moraing, and her eye 
Tbe sun that lights tbat moming sky ; 
While beam-like tresses clustering round 
Hcr brow, thence wandered till they foand 
A sweeter spot> her breast ! and there 
Lingered, until the wanton air 
Swept through them joyously, and stirred 
Each golden ringlet, like a bird 
Scattering the summer blossoms— white 
As clouds touched by the moon-beam's light, 
Her bosom shone, and like a billow 
Or rose or fell — Love's sweetest pillow ! 

Yes she was beautiful^ and grace 
Dwelt on each feature of her face — 
Her brow — her cheek — her lips— yea all 
Most beautiful ! — for since the fall. 
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Noae of £artb's daughters bore tbe impress 

Of more surpassing loyeliness. 

Nor was it of tbat transieut cast 

Tbat like the nigbt-flower's bloom, will last 

But for a single bour*— oh no ! 

Her features eloquent~tbe glow 

Of mind tbat decked them, like the rays 

Brigbt'ning an alabaster vase, 

Sbewed tbat tbe beanty of ber mien 

Was beightened by ihe sool within ! 

Yes beightened, for it wore a dye 

Tbat sayonred less of earth^ than sky — 

An intellectual hae, that stole 

like music obl the gazer's soul, 

Softening each passion as it passed^ 

And giying it a bolier cast. 

AIl tbis she was ! — all this^ and more — 
So brigbt the aspect that she bore— 
So sweetly bad expression's grace 
FIung its warm lustre on ber £Bice, 
Sbe almost on the beav'ns migbt dare 
To gaze, and say ber place was there I 

* The large, beautiful, and sweet-scented Aowers of the Cactas 
grandiAoras, or night blowing Cereus, begin to open aboat eight 
o*clock in the eYening, are fully expanded by eleven, and are quite 
faded aad decayed about two or three hours afterwards. 
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Bat I'm digressing from the point, 
Aroynt thee ! — therefore— witch aroynt ! 
Nor thus, like Banqao's spirit, rise 
To dim my brain^ and cloud my eyes, 
Tili I anto tliis house expoandy 
The source of all the woes I foand, 

Then listen, friends : — In woman's frame 
A member larks I fear to name, 
Of mighty power, thoagh small in size, 
From whence ten thoasand ills arise. 
This littiie engine of her will 
Is wrought with such consammate skill, 
And magic science^ that it reaches 
To eyery note tbe gamat teaches ; 
And base and treble, flat and sharp, 
Ring changes on tbis vocal harp 
So rapidly, yoa'd tbink its force is 
Eqaal to tiiat of forty honses — 
Tbat is, when Passion's wild typboon 
Comes on tbe brain witb cbange of moon^ 
And wbirls tbe ideas roand about» 
Like soiiges in a water-spoat» 

Nor is ttiis instrament of ill 
Exposed to sight, but hidden still 
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Beneath so tempting a disgnise, 
Tbat none can tell where danger lies ; 
Till some incaatioas word is spoken, 
Or trifle done^ or promise broken^ 
And then they hear with fear and wonder, 
The accents of th' imprisoned thander ; 
By which at length the door is riven^ 
And Passion^ by this engine driven, 
Bursts madly forth, like mountain torrent, 
With noise and clatter most abhorrent. 

And most the riddle then be told ? — 
Alas ! my friends, my blood rans cold I 
Not Demogorgon's dreaded name 
Wakes fiercer tremblings throagh my frame, 
When throagh the darksome deep, its soand 
SailSy on the bellowing echos roand, 
Than doth the secret which is wrang 
Thas from me.—Know then, 'tis her tongue ! 

Yea, from this member, thoagh so small, 
Most of my woes arose—nay all — 
For tongaes, to ase the proverb masty^ 
Are swords they seldom let get nisty ;* 

* << La langae des femmes est lenr ĕp6e, et elles ne la laissent pai 
roniller.*'— Ff. Prwerb. 
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And those who smile, if once the pain 
Was theirs^ wonld never smile again — 
Their ''ignorance is blis$r — When she 
Came like a beam of light to me, 
And beautiful as morn — smiles breaking 
Her lips apart, like rose^buds waking 
From their light slumber^ with the rain 
Still moist upon each crimson stain ! 
Oh say ?— for few know half the wiles 
That lurk beneath a woman*s smiles — 
Say could I, when I flew to sip 
The honey on that witching lip, 
And revelled in the pleasing sin, 
Think such a demon dwelt within ? 

Besides^ at first it gently stirred, 
And sweetly whispered every word, 
Until by constant practice grown 
More perfect, it increased the tone 
And volume, till the gathered sound 
In one tumultuous crash was drowned, 
Which burst the bands of sleep asunder, 
And roused me, like a peal of thunder ! 

Oft have I, when her lip and eye 

Denoted that a storm was nigh, 
E 
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With tingliag ear anticipated 
The cmtain lectare which I hated ; 
And therefore with aU dae snbmission, 
Expressed my sorrow and contrition 
For things I neyer did^ to lall 
The tempest brewing in her skuU : 
With nicest art my help-mate moving, 
Nor yet too cold^ nor yet too loying, 
Lest from th' excess she shonld infer 
'Twas more from fuir^ than lom of her. 

Yet mark me friends — with wondrons art 
My subtle tortarer played her part, 
Nor yentared^ till her toils were wonnd 
My too-confiding heart aronnd, 
To let her temper^ like a hcNrse 
Uncarbed and reinless, take its conrse. 
But when she foand (for woman^s skill 
Surpasses ours in working ill) 
That I, although at first astonished, 
Was mate and patient when admonished ; 
She set her mouth wide open» but it 
Escelled her power again to shut it.* 



— — <<Sheopeii*d, but to shnt 

£xceird her pow'r. * JM<on. 
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Nor did her tongae its clamoar cease, 
Till Deatb, grim Jastice of the Peace, 
^ncoAlined ber with toach despotic, 
And silenced thas my Anthypnoiick f 

I fear IWe taxed yoar patience, friends«— 
Bat here my long digression ends, 
Which has I trast, to every mind, 
Conyeyed the meaning I designed, 
And proyed beyond a donbt^ that thas 
Are framed that sex maItilbqaoas. 

Now shoald we> as proposed^ conyene 
A host of snch these walls within^ 
InAamed with wrath at being bronght 
To hell before the time they oaght; 
And injadicioasly anloose 
The Aood.gates of so vast a slaice — 
What ears coald stand the infemal clangor 
Of female tongaes thas raised in anger. 
Or how shall we, mid sach a noise^ 
When every one her voice employs» 
And all in concert londly bawl — 
Like Niagara's waterfall^ 

E 2 



Digitized by 



Google 



52 BBLPBGOR. 

Wben it hnils with accent thoiidroas 
Down the deep its tonent wondrous — 
ResoWe the dark and painfal donbt, 
Which we are bent on finding out. 

The Speaker ceased^ and took his seat^ 
And these his reasons, urged with heat 
Against the motion, bore such weigbt^ 
Twas easy to foresee its fate. 
Such fear indeed his sn£ferings wrought 
In every breast, that panic fraught, 
Each face became so pale and wan, 
A child might guess the motion gone — 
In fact when put round for decision, 
Twas negatived without division ! 

Then Belial rose, while rage and scom 
Burst like the sun-rise on the mom^ 
Across his visage, which became 
Red as a fumace when the flame 
Bums Aercest — but his respiration 
Had well nigh choaked articulation^ 
So quick it came> and thus delayed 
The speecb his quivering lips essayed. 
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Not that the demoD cared a jot 
Wbether'tbey won the caase or not, 
(That is, the women) but the milter 
Was roased as by an amoroas philtre, 
When 'twas proposed to bring a bevy 
Of females to the Deyirs leyee, 
Being still a sprite concupicent, 
And no way fond of keeping Lent. 
Great was his wrath therefore, when thus 
Preyented playing th' incubus 
By the last speaker, whose oration 
Had chieAy led to its negation. 
For be it known to you, fair ladies, 
The devil nightly roams from Hades, 
To yisit those whose mind 's impurity 
Is ripened into sin's maturity : 
Though mortals who are thus oppressed, 
Deem that the nightmare broke their rest, 
And little think when troubled thus, 
They sported with an Incubus.* 



* In Reginald Scot*8 << Diacwerie rf WUehcr(ift," a great many 
instances are addoced, of the strange notions entertained by onr 
ancestors on tbe above sobject. 
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At length with farioas soand, the sbot 
Of Beliars speech poared fast and hot, 
And, — Ob ye magnates who pieside 
O 'er Hell's black monarchy, he cried, 
Shall we thas tamely sacrifice 
Oar jadgment to the painted lies» 
Of one> whose tale too plainly shews 
The soarce from whence his malice rose ; 
Althoagh he strives with many a wile, 
To hide the well-spriag of his bile, 
And swatbes his meaning like a mommy, 
So closely roand^ it mast be dommy* 
Of him it may in trath be sud, 
There is a vacaam in his head, 
Prodaced by Natare^s operation, 
TJnaided by steam's condensation. 
Bat tboogh from such a soarce, 'tis hard 
To estract a portion worth regard, 
One single grain of rae will serve 
Jast now, to clear the visual nerve,^ 
From all the iilms and specks his wit, 
To blind our optics, cast on it. 



• — — *' Then porged witb enphrasy aod rne 
The ▼Uual nenre." MUtim, 
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Poor ideot !— has he not by this 
Most impudent apophasis, 
ProYed beyond donbt, his batred elfisb^ 
A monstrons passion, vile, and selAsh ; 
And sheer connabial discontent, 
The apex of his argument. 
And wby ? Becanse forsootb, his sponse, 
Brave wench ! adomed his patient brows 
With antlers, whose portentoos sise 
Defied conceahnent or disguise, 
And staring rudely in each face, 
Soon blaioned forth the dire disgrace. 

I well remember — ye mnst all 
That day with strange delight recali*- 
I well remember when he came 
Back to tbese sbores to hide bis shame, 
And bellowed ('till the galph profound 
Retumed tbe wild and ominous sound) 
In answer to onr mocks and scoras, 
Striking his forehead, Homs! Homst Harns! 
'Till all with deafening clamour^ cried^ 
'' Oh Boitom thou 'rt transmogrified r* 



* Smoui. O Bottom, thon art changedt 
Qm»ee. Bless thee, Bottom, bless thee ! tboo art translated* 

JkHdmmmer NiglWĕDrtMM. 
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Then listen, friends, and thon, oh Plata, 
To this most grave and sage comoto, 
Nor with contemptnons scoffing, tether 
The speech of snch a rererend wether ; 
Bnt let dne honor be conferred 
On him^ the Pather of the Herd ! 
Since he-*and great we mnst his Inck hold, 
Be it known 's the first recorded cackold ! 

Hail ! foander of a namerons sect^ 
Nor think it shame thy brows are decked 
With semilanar omaments, 
Which much thy grayity angments 
And make thee like that leamed fowl 
Strix Bnbo^ the great homed owl ! 
Hail ! chief coroigeroas ! — thy race 
Shall make all earth their dwelling place^ 
Be of all castes, all ranks— peryade 
Both Afric's snn^ and 6reenland's shade — 
Be ** Kings and Kesara'^ — warriors — priests — 
( Althongh they're homed, I '11 not say beasts) 
And while there 's such au itch for sinning^ 
Be ^' never ending, still beginning" * 

But let me ask, what haye the women 
Done, such a pother to put him in ? 
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Or why one cuckold's tribalation^ 

Should lead a whole sex to damuation ? 

Siuce it is plain beyond denial, 

His own band ope'd the wrathful vial ; 

And by niisgovernment uxorious» 

Led to a climax so notorious. 

Hence wben she found be took no scorn, 

Poor silly fool, to wear the hom,* 

His wife, like other's wives before him, 

Became a classic variorum, 

On which each commentator writ 

The sprightly sallies of his wit. 
The thing no doubt, was far from pleasant, 

Tis galling both to prince and peasant, 

But yet so common, that the wise 

Who 've suffered, either shut their eyes, 

And cooly think no more about it, 

Or become Pyrrhonists, and doubt it. 
But since more sensitive than them, 

He wanted philosophic phlegm 

To bear a loss, which afler all, 

Is none, if things we rightly call, 

* Take thou no scorn to wear the horn : 
It was a crest ere thou wast hotn.^Shakeapeare, 
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Since the imaginary spot 

Is nothing, ]f we know it not : 

'Tis strange the HomoBopathic system, 

In tbis dikmma shonld haye missed him ; 

Since none of Physic^s grave pretences, 

By men ont of, or in their senses, 

Can match this wonderfol contriyanoe» 

The body's maiadies to drive hence.* 

Tbe drug— (pray listen, friends» while I 

Espound this German mystery)— 

The dmg that in a healthy state 

Of body« will diseaM create, 

Like Digby^s sympathetic plaister^t 

Has power to cure the same disaster» 



* Perhaps the followiDg extra€t from an article in the IMerary 
Gazettej glve8 as correct a detinitioD of the Homoeopathic Doctrines, 
as any that can be referred to :~at all events it is concise, and there- 
fore best snits my purpose, "To cnre an ailment, the plan to be 
adopted is, to ose tbat snbstance wbich, in a healthy state of tbe body, 
would produce a similar disease to the one under treatment ; ^ stmt/ia 
simUUnu^' as tbe homcBopathist termsit, and to administer this remed^ 
in the smallest possible dose^ the smaller the more efficacions." 
Those who wish for more particnlar information on the snbject of 
IIomcBopathy, may consult ^MiUingetCs Cwrioritiee of Medtcal Experu 
ence;** one of the most amnsing works that has issued from the press 
for many years. 

t Belial is not quite correct — he should have said powder^ instead 
of plaister— but it matters not. ** The above powder, (quoth Culpeper 
in his Di8penaiUarjf for FamUy uee) is nsed by the miners at Gosselaer 
in Germany, in all tbeir wonnds ; and, I be>ieve^ was never known to 
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If iaken in microscopic doses, 
At least great Hahnemann* thas supposes* 
^^ SmaU by degrees" (for here excess 
Would kill) ''and beauHfuUy less'' 
The pill must be, nntil its s]ze, 
Measared by Hamceopathic eyes, 
Appears no bigger than the mote 
That doth apon a snnbeam float«t 

Since then> according to the leech 
Who placed this cnre within his reach» 
His Wife's gallant produced the pain, 
He shoald haye given her one again ; 
Obliging him to make his calls^ 
At somewhat longer intervals> 
And thus diminish by degrees 
The dose, and with it the disease.' 



fail. This powder, M<nu, Lemery and Sir Kenekn Digby tells us, has 
also the fo11owing wonderfal property: that, if it be spread on a cloth 
dipped in the blood of a woand ao as to incorporate with the blood, 
the woond would be cnred, thoagh the patient were miles off, and 
never saw the medicine. From this remarkable sympathetic property 
it derived its name." 

* The foander of the Homoeopathie sytem* 

y t That this is no exaggeration, the following extract from the 
work of JDr. MUUngen, will fully shew. " I have already stated that 
its follower8 consider the most minate particles of medicine more 
powerfal than larger doses : they, therefore, have recoarse to intinite 
tritnratlon, or dilntion in three vehicles; which they consider free 
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That men have been to horses tarned 
By women, all no doabt haye leamed 
From Augastine, that holy father^*- 
Bat with due deference> I rather 
Believe he meant they made them asses ? 
Since that 's a fact that honrly passes 
Beneath oar sight— the wit and fool 
Alike becoming woman's tool ; 
Of which oar friend^ althoagh a devil, 
6ives proof, not baving 'scaped the evil : 
So amply has bis generoas spoose 
With antlers hage adomed his brows, 
And made him like the unicoro^ 
AU but its solitary bora. 

But wbat has this with us to do, 
Or with the point we have in view? 
Let him enjoy his hard won honors, 
And thank with gratefal mind^ the donors. 



from any medicioal property,— distilled water, spirits of wine, and 
sngar of milk ; by these means t|iey procnre a deciUionth or a qnin- 
tillionth fraction of a grain. One drop of their solntion is considered 
8nfficient to satnrate three hnndred globnles of sngar of mille : and 
three or four of these globules are deemed a powerful medicine." 

* «St. Angnstine speaks of women who conld tum men into 
horses."— Hawe(r« Lettera. 
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Who thus upon his forehead set 
So worshipful a coronet ! 
None envy him his crested brow, 
Why should he therefore idly now, 
Proclaim the scandal and the shame, 
That rests upon his tamished name. 
'Tis somewhat late, methinks^ to thrust 
A matter forth, neglected first, 
For if so piteous his eondition, 
That love thus led him to perdition, 
Why did he not, by nostrum sage, 
Endeayour to escape its rage, 
And with a dose of hellabore, 
Or some such stufi^, his peace restore. 
Why not have worn a sage philactery, 
Or stuffed with herbs the sense olfactory, 
Usedword, orperiapt, sign, orsigil — 
Or worn the night's long tedious vigil, 
In framing spells to check the wiles 
That lurk in woman's witching smiles. 
Why not have rubbed his body o 'er 
With hemlock juice to chill each pore ;* 

« The Hierophantes who attended at thc initiation to the greater 
Eleusinian mysteries, was obliged to live a chaste and single life— 
hence it was nsual for him to anoint himself with the juice of hem- 
lock, which from its extreme coldness, is said in a great measure to 
extinguish natural heat« 
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Or ncutralized with cooling physic^ 
The heat which thinned him like a phthisic. 
Doth not Hippocrates maintain, 
That sabtle love's al] searching pain 
May thus be cared ?♦ If any doabt, 
They soon can find the passage ont, 
And satisfy themselyes^ or try it, 
If love wont let them rest in qaiet ; 
Thoagh sooth to say, I scarce believe 
Drags can sach miracles achieve. 

At all events he might have fee 'd 
The leamed Grecian in his need^ 
And tried the nostram which his skill 
Prescribed, in shape of draaght or piU ; 
Secure that matters at the worst> 
Coold be no darker than at first. 

Tis held by many subtle thinkers, 
Thatmarried people should wear winkers^ 
As horses do^ when paired in carriages ; 
(No bad epitome of marris^es) 



* The curious reader, by referriDg to the Aphorism of Hippo' 
erateĕy will And the leamed Orectan has recommended a core for this 
delightfal bnt tormenting passion ; the natnre of which, however, I 
must decline particalarizing« 
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Lest lookiog^ to tbe right or left, 
Tbe saacy eyes, v^itb amoroas theft, 
Should of their own accord take in, 
Aught that might raise tbe wish to sin ; 
A serioas thing, considering wishes 
To mortals are, as nets to &shes, 
Enmeshing the poor soal, in spite 
Of all her care to trayel right; 
Who finds herself with some sarprize 
(Entrapped by the indecent eyes) 
Committing mental fornication 
Throagh those yile loop-holes of temptatioD. 

Why did he not, to end the strife, 
Clap winkers on himself^ and wifey 
And thas preyent ber eyes from making 
Comparisons— too often shaking 
Th ' allegiance wiyes are bound to pay 
To husbands, in a civil way. 

Bat I mast tell, thoagh grieyed alas ! 
How this strange matter came to pass : 
Tben listen^ while I tumble out 
A fact, tbat 's passing strange, no doubt. 
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There is a plant (I merely giiote 
From some astrologers or Dote, 
Nor pin my Taith to their vagaries) 
There is a plant whose natnre varies 
Most strangely on the male, or female : 
If taken inwardly by the male, 
It makes him chaste as winter's snow — 
Not so the other sex, for lo ! 
If they bnt chance the Ieaves to chew, 
6od help them, and their hnsbands too ! 

What say you friends ? — I think we 've nicked 
This plant I 'm toId> is called Thalictmm, [him^ 
And it is plain from their miscarriage, 
They must have chewed it after marriage ; . 
Hence, while th 'nnlncky nostram cooled him^ 
She grew the hotter, and thus fooIed him.^ 

In Lithuania^ it is said, 
TheyVe "flc(p6r5 of the marriage hed,** 
To whom the husbands, as they should, 
Feel most unbounded gratitnde^ 



• « Meadow Rtu ThaUctrum, The ancient astrologers dedare tbis 
herb bath a property of making a man chaste ; but a woman it fills 
witb last."— Cii4>€|>er*s English Physician and Complete Herbal. 
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Nor entertain the least despite 

For wbat their wiv€s assare them 's right.* 

Why did not he this plan pursae^ 
And take like them a helper too ? 
If scandal did irom thence proceed, 
He could the nation's castom plead, 
Since all who Iive at Rome, 'tis said, 
Most by Rome's /antasies be Ied.t 

In other countries more fastidioas, 
They seek by damages prodigious^ 
Their wounded honor to appease^ 
A plan which gives them instant ease, 
So potent in more polished nations, 
Is gold for curing reputations. 

* " We read, that in the coontry of Litaania, there if a pecn- 
liar cnstome that marrie4 men have AilSHAoreĕ Twiy Helpen o/ the 
nuariage hed, which, by their concent, lye with their wiYes; and 
these hnsbands are so farre from conceiving either hatred or jealonsie 
against them, that they esteeme thero their principall friend8. Snrely 
the beds in that country are bigger than in other places: seeing 
amongst all other nations, a wife is a Yessell, wherein the Cape-mer- 
chant will not admit any adventarer8 to share with him."— FiiUer'« 
AndronicuB^ 1646. 

t The well*known proverbial saying; — 

*' When yon are at Rome 
Do as they do at Rome." 
Is said to have originated from the following observation of St. Am- 
brose. *' In matters of form only, and where not any fnndamental 
prtnciple of rectitade be violated, it is proper to be guided by general 
nsage: when I am here, I do not fiist on Satnrdays; bnt when I an 
at Rome, Idoa» ihey do at Rome," 

F 
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Oh MamiiMm ! wliat a God art thoa ! 
The only one that'8 wonbipped now — 
Porthongh in aeeming scom, men raise 
No ¥151510 altar to thy praise^ 
Thelr inward aspirations rise 
To thee alone, in sacrlAce ; 
And those who never bend tbe knee 
To Gody faU down and worship thee ! 

For Ctold the anscmpalons gambler toils, 
And battens on dishonest spoils; 
Nor heeds a prond aod ancient name 
Thus ^'damned to ev^lastittg fame/' 
For Gold, eveq woman^s matcbless charms 
Are bartered — (worth a worid in arms) 
For Oold, the husband sells his wlfe^ — 
For GoU the biavo liils his kniie,— 
For Gold the mnrdeieT has made 
His trade> a profitab]e trade ; 
And whilehis yictlm^s failing breatb 
Comes gnrgllDg from the well* of deatiiy 
Reckons how mach the yet wana earth 
That lies before him may be worth. 



* <• We took Mm direct1y>asle€p Mid iD8eB8ible,hite |be gardeD, «nd 
tied a cord to his feet to eoable ns to pnW him ap by, and I thentoolc 
him iB my arms, and let him slide from them headlong iBto the weH la 
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Doabtless tbe Surgeons will be glad 

To bay — few miljeeis can be had 

In these hard times, mt Heed they dread 

Too nice an ingaest on the dead^ 

They're gone^ and that's enoagh, bat howl 

Is qait6 a aseless goestion noW : 

If natar e'a act, none can condenm, 

If mardered, 'tis all one to them, 

They haye a sabject to diasect, 

The Uving, let the laws protect.* 

Oold prompted thas a crime ta men, 
In hell undreamt of antil then ; 
And planged below that hideoas crew 
Whom eren the danmed with horror yiew. 



the gardeD."«-^< The boy itroggled «Uttle with his arais aad legs ia 
the water ; ike water buhbledfor a mtmite. We waited tili these symp- 
toms were past, and then went in, and afterward« I think we went 
oot, and wallced down Shoreditch U oeewpy th£ time*' — Confe88ion 
of Bi8hop, the **burker/' 

* That fieDd in hunian8hape,themurdererBarke,wfao8e unheard 
of crime has added a new word to the language; admitted in hi8 con- 
fe88ion, having deprived fifieen hnman beings of lilie, in the short 
period of little more than a year. The greater portion of these vic- 
tims, met their death by violent means, haying been either strangled 
or suAbcated : yet it does not appear frora the evidence given at the 
trial, that any misgi^ing arose in the mind of the Surgeon or his As- 
slstants, by whom the bodies were purchased, as to how they were 
procnred ; nor was it throngh their instmmentalityy that this whole- 
sale murderer was at length brought to jastice, 

F 2 



Digitized by 



Google 



68 BELPEOOR. 

As thander-stricken^ they emerge 
Yelling from Heirs infemal surge^ 
And feeling in each boiling brain^ 
The fall intensity of pain ! 

Kings^ patriots, priests, are boaght and sold 
For Gold, for all persaasiye Gold! 
That mate^ thoagh eloqaent appeal^ 
To roase from slamber torpid zea1, 
And harl each passion's living snake^ 
Against tbe world for Mammon's sake. 

** Knowkdge is power/' we have been told, 
More trae had this been said of Gold! 
That mighty lever^ by whose aid, 
Nations are rescaed^ or betrayed ; 
Men sold to sla^ery^ and again 
Redeemed from slavery's galling chain ; 
Worlds soaght — discovered — civilized, 
By all the arts their conquerors prized ; 
Mingled with yices^ sach as ne 'er 
Had foand before a footing tbere ; 
Bat which to Plato's great content 
Has many a soal to Hades sent. 

Most glorioas Gold ! Golambia's horde 
Soon felt th' exterminating sword^ 
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When Thou before the Spaniard's gaze^ 
Bade thy red bars and ingots blaze ! 
What then to him was mercy^s prayer T 
£ven 6od had called in vain to spare ! 
So brightly didst thoa shine^ to win 
The conquering homicide to sin, 
As rushing on^ all blood-defiled^ 
He grimly seized on theoi and smiled ! 

Oh Gold, thou bright and glittering snare^ 
For thee^ what will not mortals dare? 
Heirs magnet! whose attractive power 
Draws headlong down^ from hour to honr, 
A mighty deluge of the damned^ 
Till these dark labyrinths are crammed ! 
Thou prop on which our empire stands— 
Briareus ! with thy hundred hands^ 
And multitudinous limbs, employed 
With us^ in filling Heirs dark void^ 
Which had been empty without thee, 
Of Hades the Divinity ! 

But whither has the whirl of thought^ 
Thus moved by all that 6old has wrought 
For Heirs dark empire^ led me on T 
Alas ! our occupation 's gone^ 
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If once witb credalous biustta, we yield 

To rright^ned imbeciles tbe field ; 

Who raod^red by their ^oSeriogB domb, 

To terror^ oot tp right soccomb. 

Shall we to the opioioo bow 

Of one who doth his sbome avow> 

Yet hopes to mystify oor ears, 

And cheat oor jodgmeut tbroogh oor feArs? 

Moke os bi0 paodars to assoage 

Against tbe sex bis dastard rage ; 

And madd^oed by the escapade, 

His wife in locUess moment made, 

Damn the whole race of womankiod, 

Becs^Use one waa to sio ioclined. 

It, let me ask, bis erring spoose 
Had not traosgressed her ooptial yows, 
Woold thos the trompet of his anger 
Haye poored forth soch infemal claogor, 
Astoonding with its horrid noise 
That sex, the soorce of all oor joys ? 
No — 'twas that solitary fact — 
(I laod her for the gloriona act) 
That fiHed to borstiog, since bis faH, 
His mind with bittemess and gall^ 
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6ave to his tboogbte this crooked twist» 
And made bim a mesogamist. 

Tbas hayiDg yented forth his spite^ 
Down Belial sat, while black as night 
His brow became^ from under whioh 
Two fiery eyes like baming pitcb, 
Glared fiercely on tb' assembled crowd» 
As doth the lightning from its shroad, 
By way of telling to the world 
A thander-bolt will soon be harled. 
This made the less pngnacioas feel 
A tremor strange from head to heel, 
Which bade them caatiotisly beWard 
ProYoking an unmasBled bear, 
Whose wrath, like powder woald igAite 
The moment it was touched with light. 

In fact^ the chemically wise 
Hach wished hls brain to analysse^ 
And wbisp'ring to each other^ said 
There's too mach phosphoras in his head, 
And that's well known, when in excess^ 
(That is^ foQr grains^ or more or ledd) 
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To irritate uiaD^s nenroas system^ 
And into fttrioas madness twist bim.* 

Twere therefore best» since none can doabt 
Tbe fit at length bas broken oat, 
To watcb his moyements thas ansteady — 
HaTe cold-baths, and straigbt-waistcoats ready- 
Go all the lengths Physicians go 
To keep men mad, or make them so, 
By asing stripes and blows^ to maim 
The spirit, throagh the bod/s sbame ; 
And manacles to firet and bind 
The less etherial part of mind, 
Lest reason to the wandering brain 
Shoald feel inclined to come again. 
Perbaps objections may arise 
From those of milder sympathies ; 



* M, Couirhe, nm eminent French ChemUt, has ascertained that 
the hrain in its normal Btate, contains from 2 to 2| per cent of phos- 
phoms, while the brains of idiots contain bat 1 to l^, and those of 
madmen 8, 4, or even 4). ** Thas/' sayB M. Couerbe, ** it wonld fol- 
loW| that the absence of phosphoras from the brain wonld redace 
man to the sad state of a brate ; that the great escess of this snb- 
itance woald irritate the neryoas system, esalt the individaa], and 
drive him into that farion8 escitement which we call madness or men- 
tal alienation; and iinaliy, that a mean proportion re-estabiiihes the 
eqiiilibrium, giyes birth to the most snblime thoaghts, and prodnces 
that admirable harmony which, in Act| is th€ tmd of the •piritnalisU.'* 
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Bat let them bear in mind oar plan^ 
We borrow from that creature man^ 
Who acts with his well-known hamanityy 
To those cantHcted of insanity. 
What shame to as can then accrae ? 
We do» bat as Mad-doctors do, 
Reyerse the mirade of old^ 
Which of the Savioar has been told ; 
And driye the fierce and deyilish roat 
Into man's soal, instead of oat. 

Thas commaned they^ when with a frown^ 
Abaddon from his throne came down — 
An old and credaloas debater, 
Who acted as Heirs moderator, 
And always rose when Satan's peers 
Were set together by the ears : 
Hence oft his speeches, long and dall 
FIowed gently forth', and cansed a lall 
Whene'er the assembly grew too warm, 
Like oil on water in a storm. 
Graye was his aspect, while his brow 
Hang beetling o'er the eyes below^ 
That glimmered like the Aickering ligbt 
In lantems on a foggy night^ 
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And gaye his face the sober air 

Of Wisdom— bat she was not there ; 

However, as 'tis from extemals 

We mostly judge, and think the kemels 

Are good^ because the hask or shell 

Is fair and smooth in which they dwell : 

Abaddon's grave and plodding yisage, 

When conpled with the thonghts of his age, 

Made others treat him with great de^erence, 

And nse him as a book of reference. 

Well might they do so^ for his head 
Was doubtless^ strangely famished^ 
With odds and ends and scraps of lore> 
Gleaned chieAy from the days of yore^ 
When Leaming) in a mingled yam 
Of odd materials, kept her warm : 
A cloak so large, and strangely tnade, 
The yirgin seemed in masqaerade ; 
For strewed with patches here and there, 
Both long and short, and ronnd and sqaare, 
It wrapt her in so dense a sdreen^ 
Her featnres scarcely coald be seen. 

Astrology^ apon the back 
Sad from bis crazy almanitc 
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Copied his circles, 8qaares^ and trines^ 
And sandry cabalistic sigos ; 
Which made Astronomy ran wild, 
To see her science so defiled. 
Then both tbe elbows^ which from leaning 
Upon her desk to find the meaning 
Of certain tomes of School divinity, 
(Where Sense^ split into an iofinity 
Of slender threads, had lost its strength) 
Had fallen into holes at length^ 
Were patched with snndry filthy rags 
From Superstition^s hoarded bags* 
Enyeloped thos in ancient days, 
Poor Leaming^ in the endless maze^ 
Of this strange garment^ wbich impeded 
The wholesome air and light sbe needed> 
Sat brooding .o'er, in dall inaction^ 
Some metapb^rsical abstraction. 

Wbat marvel then^ since from this soarce 
Abaddon's knowledge held its coarse, 
" Sach reading as was neyer read^*** 
Crept slily in, and made his head 

* Popt'8 Dmiciad. 
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Resemblc^ iroin the cnide injection^ 
A Bibliomaniac's coUection ! 
Where first editions are still reckoned 
Far better than the third^ or second^ 
And thongh well known to be the worst, 
Are prized^ because they are the first : 
Where, pilfered from tbe good old times^ 
Black-letter tomes or nursery rhymes 
Are parchased for their weight in gold 
Herely becanse the date is old — 
Although the Teriest trash that e'er 
Made printer^s imp, or pressman stare.^ 
Large-paper copies too— -uniques^ 
(Such are the Bibliomaniac's freaks) 
Prized not for their contents^ bat only 
Because the precious work's a lonely 
Unmarried book^ and has no brothers 
To grace the anhappy shelTes of others. 
Scarce manascripts — (alas we know 
What we sach collectors owe> 
When Massinger, with genias fraaght^ 
Becars to tbe indignant thought) — 



* ** Books are pnrchased now at extravagant rates, not becanse 
they are good| bnt becanse they are scarce."— Gt^iTi Mauinger^ 
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Scarce manascripts to deck the stady, 
Till some fair cook-maid^ sleek and raddy^ 
To singe her carsed fowls^ bereaves 
Poor Leaming of the Sybyrs leaves.* 
In fact^ Abaddon^ from his coUege 
Broaght with him a great name for knowledge, 
Having passed the ordeal with mach credit ; 
And some '(twas Belzebab that said it) 
Maintained him eqaal in profandity» 
To any on the world's rotundity. 
Though many, sceptical of this 
Thought otherwise^ it passed nem. diss. 
Among the crowd^ who still are prone 
To otber's thoughts to yield their own ; 
Its trath I'll therefore not dispute^ 
Althoagh the blossoms bore no frait. 



* ** Among the mannscript plays collected with so much care by 
Mr. Warbnrton, (Somerset Herald,) and applied with snch penever- 
ance by his coolc to the covering of his pies, were no less than twelye, 
said to be written by Massinger :" and, *' when it is added that, toge- 
ther with these» forty other manuscript plays of tarious authors were 
destroyed, it will readily he allowed that English Literatnre has sei- 
dom snstained a greater loss than by the strauge conduct of Mr. 
Warburton, who becoming the master of treasures which ages may not 
reproduce, hdgea themy as he says, in the handa o/ an ignorant aenant, 
and when, after a lapse of years, he condescends to revisit his hoards, 
Ands that they have been bumt from an economical wish to 8ave him 
the charges of more valnable brown paper !"—Gi^«rd*s Mastinger, 
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For he, exerting great 8elf*knowledge, 

Determined» since be came from coUege 

A sort of literary comet, 

No act of his detracting from it^ 

Should with its interreDiDg haze 

Obstract his repatation's blaze : 

And therefore, lingering near the sbores 

Of Leaming, lay upon his oars, 

Nor yentared from their shade to creep 

Into the bathos» or great deep, 

Since nambers in that frothy sea 

Had shipwrecked been, aad why nol be. 

No folios tb6refore, theological — 
No qaartos, anti-geological — 
Octayos, dry aod metaphystcal — 
Daodecimos^ so short and quizzical — 
Or in Reyiews, no leamed article 
On men or books, in which no particlie 
Of the poor aathor's thoaghts are shewn, 
But merely the Reviewer's own — 
Came from him^ to bring down this hero 
In Fame's thermometer to zero. 

Haring, in ^rt, obtained the name 
Of being wise, which is the same 
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With many who belieye whate'er 
The world is pleased to say or swear ; 
He still coiitrived to keep his station, 
By living on bis repatatioo^ 
And nursing it with mighty care, 
As mothers do a sickly hein 

Such was the inip — but bold I I must 
Describe HeU's seats of leamuig» first : 
Know then^ in Pandemoniam's land 
Two Umyetsities expand, 
Wbose charters of an andeat date, 
Almost coeval wUh the state, 
Obscured with venerable dosl^ 
Scarce sbew the charge they hav6 in t? ust. 
Much wealtb tbese dormitojries hold 
Within their consecrated fold^ 
Derived ft om many a pious Yovr, 
But from its coarse divested now 
By kaaves to benefit themselves ; 
Fof Uke tbeir tools on e€urtb> tbese elves 
Coatrived by many a secret sluice, 
To tam it from its. proper ase^ 
And place beneath tbeir own control, 
Tbat which was meant to serve the whole. 
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These bot-beds of tbe lower world^ 
Id whicb Heirs progeny are buried 
To fit tbem Id maD's toUs to sbare, 
Are Satan's most especial care : 
For after an examination 
To prove tbem fit for tbeir yocatioD^ 
Tbey're seDt above to seek tbeir prey, 
And tam men's souls tbe otber way. 

Of late indeed^ complaints were made 
By grave professors in tbe trade 
Of miscbief— tbat tbese cbosen fellows 
But feebly puSed at Heirs great bellows ; 
Being, tbey said> too well endowed^ 
And far too pursy^ and too proud^ 
To do tbeir work witb care and zeal 
BeStting of tbe public weal. 

Tbis caused an awful bne and cry^ 
And fuss, among tbe boly fry^ 
Wbo feared tbey'dIose— tbe trntb once known- 
Wbat tbey were pleased to call tbeir own, 
And not tbe Public's. None^ tbey stated, 
So badly were remunerated^ 
Yet meekly did tbey bear tbeir lot, 
Tbeir toil, tbeir poverty forgot : 
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Tbe Pablic tberefore> wbo were prone 
To mind all business but their own, 
Had better look at home, they muttered, 
And not mind how their bread was battered. 

As for their IuxQry and sloth, 
(For they had been accused of both) 
They merely acted as their friends 
On earth did— for their private ends— 
But these once seryed, the public shared 
The scanty remnant^ they declared, 
And were most generoosly f6d 
With holy words^ iostead of bread, 

'Tis true, the founder of tbeir coUege^ 
Born in the elder days of knowledge^ 
Chose his disciples from among 
The poor in pocket^ not in tongue ; 
And told them riches but impeded 
The singleness of heart they needed^ 
Since it was far a harder task 
To roU a fuU> than empty cask. 

But thls was when their means were few-« 

Their coUege lately founded too — 

And though they meant not to dispraise 

The imps of those old-Jashioned days ; 
G 
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Yet still the case, they begged to hiDt, 
DiSered as much as chalk froin ilint ; 
Since they had now their proper weight> 
And formed the key*stone of the State — 
That nsefal stone which kept the piers* 
From tnmbliag down aboat their ears. 

Besides^ their college, they were prond 
To say, most amply was endowed^ 
And therefore snrely 'twas absnrd 
That they shonld labour like the herd, 
Whose fate it was. to work or starye — 
And when there's nothing Ieft to carve, 
FoIks feel a something mighty comical 
About the region gastronomical, * 
Whose yarions members in a passion, 
Demand if eating's out of fashion. 
Since hunger then alone compels 
The poor to work, and nothing else^ 
Their merits and their claims, they stated, 
Had surely been mnch oyer-rated. 
Not that they meant to under-rate 
Those useful drudges in a State 

* Qaaerey « Peers ?" Printer's devil. 
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Who do the work^ and thas enablc 
The better sort to keep a table, 
Befitting those whose purer blood, 
Was circling long before the flood !'^ 
(For like their protegĕs on earth 
Imps pride themseWes upon theirbirth) 
No— no— they merely meant to say, 
Such foIks were asefal in their way, 
ProYided that they worked in fetters, 
And Ieft Hell's prodace to their betters ; 
Nor yentared from their hamble lair— 
Bat still remembered that they were 
The dregs that to the bottom roll, 
Of demon-life's capacioas bowl. 

Howeyer, as they had no doabt, 
These argaments woald put to roat 
The petty cayils of the rade, 
And always ** swinish mulHtude ;" 
They'd merely in conclusion, qaote 
A speech of which they'd taken note, 
Since it woald prove their acts had birth 
From graye examples upon earth : 
G 2 
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From those so traly ortbodox, 

They fed themselyes^ and statTed their Aocks, 

And therefore were a fitting sample, 

For them to cite as an example. 

When Lucins, the first conyertite 
( At least of Kings) from wrong to right^ 
Embraced the Christian faith, he drew 
The Pagan Hierarchs with him too : 
Who, either from conyiction tnrning, 
Or their own interest discerning» 
With prompt alacrity became 
Good Christian priests» at least in name, 
And babit^ for each reyerend Aamen, 
As he the royal presence came in, 
Was by " some devilish cantrip slight" 
Turned to a Bishop in eacb sight,* 
Being well endowed for their submission, 
And greatly mended in condition. 



* '< Plammes twned tnlo BUHwps, It is to be seene, in Ihe Brittish 
hystorie, and others, that at sach time as King Lturius (the first chris- 
tened Prince of this Land) had renonnced tlie damnable darknes of 
Pagamme, and embraced the glorious Ught of the Gospeli of God, 
he changed tbe Archjlamines of London, Yorlse, and CaerUon^ into so 
many Archbishops: and the Flamine9 of other inferior places, into 
inferior Bishops, thronghont his whole realnie." — LttmhariCs Peram" 
bulation through Kent. — 1570. 
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What said these wealthy charchmen, who 
liike ihem were persecoted too^ 
Becanse their fortanes, 'twas well known^ 
Had like their paanches monstrons grown— 
Sach tendency have bodies clerical, 
Of thas becoming plamp and spherical, 
And making, qaoth the phrase so odd, 
" A roand, fat, oily, man of God !" 
Which proyes beyond a doabt, the elves 
Preach fasting, bat ne'er fast themselyes.* 
What said they to the marmaring crowd, 
Who deemed them far too rich and proad ; 
And thoaght how oddly they woald jostle 
Beside a primitive apostle, 
Whose mind on holy thiugs absorbed, 
Porbade the paanch becoming or1)ed, 
And clothed in anspiritual fat ! 
Think, Master Ford, pray think of that. 



* John Rawlin, of the order of Cluny, in his Semwnea Ouadru' 
gitimales, among other impertinences, says, " that as a coach goes 
faster when it is empty — by ^sting a man can be better «nited to 
God: for it is a principle with geometers, that a roond body can 
neyertoncha plane bnt in one point; bot God is thi8 8orface, ac- 
cording to these words, Jusiua et Rectua Domimte—ti belly too well 
fed becomes ronnd, it therefore cannot tooch God except in one point ; 
but fasting Aattens the belly, and it is then united with the sor^ce of 
God in all points!'*— Bra(/y*5 Clavi8 CaUndaria, 
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And then propoand ns, if you can sir^ 
What was their grave and leamed answer ? 

Men of ten-thonsand fast and pray, 
And mortify theniselyes ? — Not they — 
The poor might do so— nay they ought, 
'Twonld be economy they tboaght» 
And lessen in a great degree 
Their waste^ and thence their poyerty. 
Tet if snch folks, they begged to add, 
Pasted becaose no meal they had, 
The merit in that ease was small, 
Or rather tliere was none at all ; 
Since Yoluntary fasts alone 
Could for men'8 8infal acts atone. 
Bnt if they fasted !— Pastl when Ude 
With all his coantless multitude 
Of yiands wroaght with heayenly science, 
Proudly sets fasting at defiance^ 
Impossible ! Oh who coald ask 
Man to perform the cruel task I 
What /ast, when with consammate art, 
That great magician sways the heart. 
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Or rather stomach, at his will, 

And makes its Tery pulses thrill, 

As spoils from earth, and air, and sea^ 

Pass in their fair yariety : 

Until the gourmand with a sigh 

Ogles the dishes gliding by, 

And wishes that his appetite 

Might, like Antseas in the fight, 

With strength renewed at every fall 

Last till be triamphed over all. 

They keep a Tarkish Ramad'han, 

With such temptations in the van — 

'Twas more than man, or at tbe least 

They begged to say, far more than priest 

Could do, thas wilfally to smite 

With abstinence his appetite, 

When roused to fury by delay, 

Its fierce antenna groped for prey. 

'Tis true some casuist had hit^ 
(Heav'n had no doabt inspired his wit) 
Upon a safe and middle way 
This odious precept to obey ; 
Proving that fish^ the happy creaturcs, 
Were far less sinful in their naturcs 
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Than Towls or beasts^ and miglit of course^ 

Be cat on fast days sans remorse.* 

Hence while thc poorer class grew fat 

On a red-herring, or a sprat ; 

A salmon^ or perhaps John Dory, 

A tnrbot huge in all its glory, 

Carp stewed in claret^ or morc choice 

To some, cod served with oyster sauce^ 

SufBced^ though poorishly, to stay 

Their nicer stomachs through the day.t 

They had, as they were pleased to own^ 
In size somewhat unwieldy grown, 
But this was not by gormandizing» 
Although their plnmpness was snrprising. 



• « Por the holi Goste in making the worlde was borne on the 
water ; wherefore, Ailmyghte God for Adam is syn cursed the erthe 
andspared the water: Therefore it is lefttU toa man for to ete in 
Lent that comyth of the water/' 

" It remained for 8nbseqnent Ingennity to create a religions dis- 
tinction between the ilesh of terrene animals and iish : the object was 
evidently that the Christians should subject themseWes to self-denial, 
bnt the particular taste of each individual ought to haye been known, 
before it could be ascertained whether they were really efiected by 
an abstinence from flesh or fisb.— Brodir** Clams Cakndaria. 

t " That feasting upon turbot, cod with oyster sauce, carp stewed 
in claret, &c. shonld now be deemed a mortiiication, and eating of 
flesh, certainly as easily and more commonly obtained, a laxury, ap- 
pears too mnch like a jest, to be easily reconciled to sober considera- 
tion."— Brady's CUivi$ Calendaria, 
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'Twas tboaght alone—deep paiaful thooght 
So wonderfal a change had wroaght, 
For while the rcst in sleep were losing 
The day's aAliction— <Aey, still masing 
Aboat man^s welfare^ and all that, 
Likc the Grand Lama pondering sat, 
And thas in sedentary toil 
For oihers, bamt their midnight oil. 
If therefore they in size had grown 
Unwieldyi 'twas from thoaght alone— 
For ihoaght, when roan*8 in grave inaction, 
Caases the body's farefaction» 
And swells and parses oat tbe skin> 
Like bladders firom the air within. 
Apollo's priestess^ as we know 
Became of old inAated so, 
When from the tripod where she sate, 
She darkly poared the words of fate ; 
For which by the belieying crowd^ 
His temple richly was endowed^ 
Althoagh when once the fit was o'er, 
She grew mach weaker than before. 
Her body saffered» not her purse — 
With them^ the case was the reyerse— 
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Id fact their temporal aATairs, 

While thas on inan's spiritaal cares 

Employed, had nearly gone to rain — 

Their charity was tbeir undoing, 

But tbis, 'twas known, they were persaadad^ 

No men cared less about than they did. 

As for their diaracters, 'twere well 
Opinion*s moral crucible 
To searcb> in order men might see 
Th' residaum's &ultless purity ; 
So oft their virtues tod defied 
The test by enyioas minds applied. 
Nor were they selfishly content 
(Themselves by sin's rude gale unbent) 
To let the souls oi laymen fall 
Without an cffort to recall, 
Beproach^ admonisb, and persuade, 
The sheep who from the pasture strayed, 
As well the pulpit and the press 
Could prove, would men the truth confess. 

Nay more, uplifting judgment's rod^ 
Which appertains alone to God^ 
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(So weak men thiDk) they dc^med it fit 
Their fiat should reject^admit — 
Accordiog to their narrow scale, 
The dead within the temple's veil, 
Where those whose fame a glory Aings 
On States, are sepnlchred with Kings! 
JEIence, acting on this plan alone, 
They were the first to cast a stone 
At him, the bard whose mighty strain 
What age shall reproduce again ! 
Porbidding him to rest his head 
Within *^ the temple where the dead 
Are honoared by the nations/'* — No, 
Howeyer exqiiisite the flow 



* A few yean ago It waa ttated in the papers, that a fuU leogth 
statue of Lord B^ron, by the ceiebrated sciilptor Thorwaldsen had 
arri?ed in this conntry; bnt had been refnsed admission into the 
Abl)ey of Westminster, by those Reyerend Dignitaries who haye 
arrogated to themselyes the right of exclnsion from its precincts. 
They had preyionsiy, it is well iKnown, on a wtsh having been inti- 
mated to them, that the remains of the great bard should be interred 
in the same temple where the mighty of past ages are ** hononred by 
the nations ;" refnsed to accede to the reguest, on the gronnd of the 
immorality of his writings: thns foUowing np the intolerant spirit 
which led Dr. Sprat, when Dean of Westminster, to esclude an epi- 
taph for the monument of Phiiips, in which he was said to be soli 
MiUono aeeundua ; the very name of Milton, being, "in his opinion/' 
says Dr. Johnson, " too detestable to be read on the wall of a build- 
ing dedicated to devotion.'' 
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Of his immorUl song— they thoaght 
The iospiration from it caught 
Was dangeroos in times of change, 
When men are far too prone to range. 
Besides 'twas studded here and there, 
With thooghts that really made them stare, 
And which they scarcely conld endure, 
Though to tbe pure all things are pure. 
They therefore with the Pharisee^ 
Thanked God, they were not such as he^ 
And with tme Chnrchmen^s zeal forbade 
His corse being in their minster laid.* 
'Tis tme^ the Public, unprepared 
For such an action/ merely stared, 
And marvelled how the Church had gained 
A power they thought no law sustained. 
What did the foolish people mean ? 
It was the Bishop and the Dean, 
And not the Nation^ who possessed 
The right to act as they thought best. 



* Will Sir John Cam Uobhoase permit a stranger to enquire, what 
has become of the statue by the Danish sculptor ; or how the sub- 
scription collected many years ago, for the purpose of erecting a 
monument to the memory of his illustrious friencl, has been appro- 
priated ? 
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And do, as had been often shewn, 
Whateyer pleased them witb their own. 
They were no doubti the Charch's heirs» 
The space within its wall was iheir's, 
From whence they might at wiU esclude 
Those whom the ignorant mxiltitude 
Woald force apon them, deeming fame 
And goodness, silly fools^ the same. 
Yet strangers arrogantly thoaght, 
When told the grave they vainly soaght 
Within the proad and hallowed pile, 
That held the mightiest of the isle, 
Was placed, where lay his sire's remains^ 
Beneath the humblest of all fanes : 
The Nation for sach honoared dust, 
Shoald claim the right of being just, 
Remembering the piles that spanned 
Her shores — the glory of the land — 
Her power had raised» her wealth endowed ; 
Nor was it meet a selSsh crowd, 
Inspired by bigotry^ should dare 
E^clude the dead from slumb'ring there, 
Whom she thought worthy to recline 
Beneath her dedicated shrine. 
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YaiD sophistry !^the right they claimed 
Had passed for centaries anblamed^ 
And castoms, which at first men saw 
With wonder, soon became a law, 
Like paths, the owner of a field 
Who qaestions not in time, mast yield. 

Tis trne, they were not always foand 
So strict — bat they had reasons sound 
For sometimes yarying from the way, 
For those who conld afibrd to pay ; 
Admittance to tbe smaller fry 
Being giyen^ coald tbey afibrd to bay 
A grave among tbe great and good^ 
Much bonoured by their neighboarhood. 

These matters^ added to the rate 
They levied at the Minster^s gate, 
As well as at each several shrine 
Within its sanctaary divine ; 
Made foreigners with scomfal air, 
Demand where stood the honse of prayer, 
And whether 'twas by levying tolls 
Tbey hoped to save men's sinful souls. 
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'Twas plain these strangers ia the land, 
Were too obtuse to anderstand 
The nice morality that made 
The sinner pay, before he prayed^ 
Lest gaining throngh a toU-less gate, 
Salyation at too eheap a rate^ 
He held the boon a thing of nonght, 
And prized it little^ since nnboaght. 

Hence tax coUectors at each door 
Were dnly placed, to keep the poor 
From entering the sacred fa&e, 
Lest they its altar shoald profane ; 
Whence mitred Pomp her incense Aings 
With layish hand on Lords and Kings, 
And keeps for those her holy prayer, 
Whose sonla are worth a chorchman^s care ! 

He who the motive not percei^es, 
Will deem God's hoase '' a den of tbieyes/' 
And rashly seek some vain pretence 
To driye the money changers thence : 
Affirming men (how yery odd) 
Are eqaal in the eye of God, 
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And that the Charch froni spire to crypt, 
Wants her *^Abu8es siript and whipt"^ 

Rash jadgments these» wbicb envioas men 
Pour forth^ as spring-tides now and then 
Upsarging, rash apon the shore, 
Recede, and tben are seen no more. 

What giTcs to coins their valtte jnst ? 
Th' 8srogo's venerable crast ! 
What gives to rains the sablime 
And toacbing eloqoence of time ? 
The tapestry that Natare Aings 
Aroand the walls. in verdant rings , 
As if sbe thonght to hide or stay, 
The anerring progress of decay, 

Even thns their glorioas Charch appears^ 
Where Castoms of a tboasand years 
Their variegated bues dispose 
Aroand, like moss npon tbe rose^ 



* These " Saiyrieal EsaayeSy* by the ooted George Withers, gave 
80 moch ofience, that the Author was committed to the Marshalsea, 
where he continned several months. The tirst Edition appeared in 
1663, and was probably suppressed by the Author — it being 9xtremely 
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GiviDg to that alteady fair^ 
A beaaty still more rich and rate: 
Observances so old, that none 
Conld tell by whom, or when begnn, 
Which yet irreverent men, who held 
That nse, antiqaity escelled, 
Abnses termed, and soaght to fold 
Their arms around the pillars old, 
Like him of 6aza, to confoand 
And drag the stractare to the groond. 

Rash fools, who with unhallowed rage, 
Would strip the omaments from age — 
The graceful veil which Time has cast 
Aroand the fragments of the past, 
To hide their mouldering state from view 
And give them warmth and comfort too : 
No scanty garment, old and bare, 
Such as Humility might wear, 
But Pride's fall robe, which wrapt them round, 
And swept with ample folds the ground. 

The foarteenth Louis — he whose fame 
Polks know not or to praise, or blame, 
H 
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So greatly has the blaze 6( light 

Around bis actions^ dimmed the sight, 

And magnified to giant size 

Deeds, which lf stripped of thcir disguise, 

Would shiDe^ cus shines a mass putrescent, 

With lustre bright, but evan6scent. 

This potent monarcb^ famed in story 

For starving Prance, to raise her glory, 

Heedless alike of right or law, 

Was wont to say — " VEtat, c*est moi.*** 

They, in like manner, some were prone 

To whisper, deemed the Churcb their own, 

And mttttered, spite of Satire's birch, 

And Wisdom*s smile — " fVe are the Church" 

An idle tale which none believed, 

Save those by envious sects deceived. 



* This excIaiiiatlob of the Grand MoDarqiie, remind» me of an 
anecdote of the tmDiortal Handel, which is pleasantly told by Dr. 
Kitchener in his Housekeeper*8 Ledger. " Oor incomparable and 
inspired composer, Handcl," he remarks, *' reqnired nncommonly 
large and frequent supplies of food. Among other stories told of 
this great m^sician, il is taid, that wheiiever he dined, he always 
ordered * dinnbr for three/— and on receiving for answer to his 
qoestioD— * Is ihe dirtner retty ?' — ' As soon as the compauy come* — 
he said * con slrepito' den pring up te tinner * prestissiino/ i am dr 

«OBIPANY." 
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One thing indeed, from first to last, 
Had still into their teeth been cast» 
Whicb many tbought a proof that they 
Diverging from the proper way, 
Were less spiritual than caraal — 
And that within their charch, the darael 
Had cboaked with its luxuriant shoots> 
The growth of more nutritious roots. 
But this, with all the deference due 
To sucb objectors, was not trae — 
Although among the lower classes, 
Whose eyes are magnifying glasseSi 
Eacb little speck that soiled tbeir mitres 
Was made a theme for party writers, 
And swelled to such a monstrous siz6| 
Few knew them in tbe strange disguise. 

What was the trifle which had thus 

Created such a mighty fuss, 

And caused the multitude to hiss 

Their state in passing ?— Simply thia. 

One sickly coraer of the church 

Was left by Luther in the lurcb, 

When he administered bis pill — 

Or rather, dubious of his skill^ 
H 2 
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Refased like fools to take his physic 
Thoagh trottbled with a grievoas phthisic; 
Still swallowing^ with great tranqaillity, 
Qaack nostrams whose infaUibility, 
Had been, they said, believed so long, 
'Twas heresy to deem them wrong. 

Now England, thoagh His somewhat strange^ 
Was mach beholden for the change 
To blaff King Hal, of noted purity, 
Who brought the matter to maturity, 
When Rome to check his evil coarse, 
Refased to sanction his divorce — 
Thas having, in their haste to stop 
Their tottering church, removed the prop.* 

Being thas the lord of the ascendant, 
And Rome too, in her tam, dependant, 
Saccessive Kings to make them great 
Dove-tailed Religion to the State — 
Handcaffed their foes, and snugly bound them 
With many a penalty aroand them — 



* <* Becase the bonld Kiog Henry Aight was a skhandle to Cbris- 
tian people, in regard o* the female women, he gave to the sort o' 
clergy livin' in his time ache a wife a piece, and ma^be sometimes 
more, according to his own fancy, just that they shouldnU be bringing 
himself over the coals for his own doln's." — The Mayor cf Wind-gap. 
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Gagged thein — and roade them, as was righty 
Pay to their church, th' unwilling mite, 
And in a way they most abhorred, 
Thus indirectly serve the Lord!* 

'Twas this to whicb some folks objected, 
With wrath or heresy infected — 
** What!— make them pay for two religions, 
^' Thus plucking them as simple pigeons 
" In Crockford's Pandemonium are, 
" By other black-Iegs, till they're bare ? 
" Pay for the prayer they never hear, 
" Or deem infectious to the ear ? 



• «i 



* A statttte was fabricttted in tlie year 1699, by which the saying 
mass (a chorch seryice in the Latin tongue, not exactly the same as 
our Litorgy, bot very near it, and contaioing no offeBce whatsoever 
against the laws, or against good morals) was forged into a crime 
punishable with perpetnal imprisonment. The teaching scbool, an 
nseful and virtuoas occupation, cven the teaching in a private family, 
was in every Catholic subjected to the same unproportioned punish- 
ment. Your industry, and the bread of your chlldren, was taxed for 
a pecuniary reward to stimulate avarice to do what nature refused, 
to inform and prosecnte on this law. £very Roraan Catholic was un- 
der the same act, toforfeit his estate to his nearest Protestant relation, 
until, througb a profession of what he did not believe, fae redeemed by 
his hypocrisy, what the law had transferred to the kinsman as the 
recompence of his proAigacy. When thus turned out of doors from 
his paternal estate, he was disabled from acquiring any other by any 
industry, donation, or charity ; but was rendered a foreiguer in his 
native land,only because he retained the religion, along with the pro- 
perty, handed down to bini from those who had been the old inhabi- 
tants of that land before h'im "-^Burke. 
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" Pay to support a clergy, who 

" Deem them a lost and fallen crew ? 

" Pay to support what they disown^ 

" A charch that treats with scorn their own — 

" A church they reckon sacrilegious, 

" Yet pay for its support ? — Prodigious !" — 

Now this, they said, and other gammon 
About their 8erving God and Mammon^ 
Was still the cry with those, who thougbt 
Each man should pay the cburch that taught 
The faith to which his mind was prone, 
And heart believed in— that alone. 

To this however, they'd appeal, 
Since 'twas indicatiTe of zeal 
For true religion, thus to squeeze 
From heretics their holy fees. 
Heaven knew their toili as was beiitting, 
In this good cause was unremitting ; 
And that for years, they bad by doctoring 
Their stubbora patients, and tithe proctoring, 
Striven to make them take the pill, 
But they alas ! were stubbora still. 
Since therefore^ obstinate in evily 
They chose the high road to the devil^ 
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And would not, tbougb advised, forego 
The triple crowD, and holy toe ; 
'Twas surely right from such abuses 
To turn their wealth to pious uses, 
And thus e&pend it on tbemseWes, 
Instead of such unboly elyes. 

'Tis true that some^ like Bolingbroke, 
(Perhaps 'twas but a sceptic's joke) 
Declared a chnrchman's holy fuss is 
Much like tbe clamour of Jove's nurs«3» 
Made for a porpose ^omewbat odd, 
Merely to drown tbe Yoice of God :* 
Whose saying goodness little hecds 
A wide diyersity of creeds ; 
Should mortals innocently hold, 
The faith their fathers held of old. 

Vile doctrines«-framed to separate 
That holy compact» Church and State» 
Opening a tbousand ways to heaven, 
Instead of that so smooth and even^ 
Made by tbe Church fbr those who trod 
Tbe way she pointed out, to God ! 



* '' The prlests, said Boiiiigbroke, remiiKi ne of the Biirses of 
Jii|Mler— they Make a great elamonr, iii order to drown tbe votce of 
tbeir God."—Bulwer*a Detereur. 
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Since that which people cali the new light, 

Is like an evanesceDt blue light, 

That burns a moment to confound 

The sight with deeper blackness round. 

However, had they been content 
To rest quiescent in dissent, 
And paid to Mother Church her dues, 
(Who never would the gift refuse,) 
They might have all turned Adamites* 
Ere sbe had meddled with their rights, 
Or asked them where or how they prayed, 
Provided she was duly paid. 

In shorti the holy clerks, whose care 
Kept the proud fabric in repair, 

* *' Adamiiea.-^A. sect of Heretics begun in Bohenda abont two 
bundred years since, by Adamus Pastor an ignorant fellow, who pre- 
tended, for800th, to raise a sort of sanctitied people, but indeed it 
was rather an herd of shameless beasts; one proper mark of their 
profes8ion was, to meet starlc naked in their synagognes, which were 
sometimes hot 8toves, and none were to be admitted into their num- 
ber, but such as could stand stark naked before the rest of their 
compaoy, men and women, for the space of an hour, without shame 
or blushing ; they held sundry heretical Doctrines, as that in Christ 
there is bnt one nature, &c. There were in the third age after Christ, 
some that gave beginning to such a Sect, but failing of acceptance, it 
died, or lay as it were raked up in Embers till the forenamed Adamus 
blew this cole in Bohemia, and afterwards about the year 1535 in 
Holland, chieAy 'at Amsterdamy Utrecht, and Emden, in which and 
many other places they are still conceived to be lurking/'— J3/ounr« 
Glossographia»— 1674, 
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Or liked their ease, or bealth too^well, 

To yenture rudely in the swell 

Of men's opinions — 'tili it reached 

Too oear the doctrines that they preached, 

And threatened in unlucky hour, 

To sweep tliem both from place and power ! 

They never dreamt of a crusade, 
When tithes and rates were duly paid ; 
Nor sent forth Reverend mountebanks 
From stage to stage to play their pranks, 
Till Innovation with her birch 
** Broke the fat slumbers of the Chiirch ;"* 
And made them feel the time was come 
When 'twould be madness to be dumb. 
Then starting with uneasy yawn, 
Uprose the saints in crape and lawn, 
Denizens of pulpit and of stall, 
Rectors and Gurates, Vergers— all. — 
In short the whole Church militant 
At once from sloth to action went, 
And fearfnl of an empty manger, 
Loudly proclaimed the Church in danger — 

• Gibbon. 
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Meaning» no doubt, its loaves and fishes9 

Those objects of their secret wishes, 

That now^ no longer as of old 

Are multiplied ten thousand fold 

To feed a starving multitude^ 

But set apart— 'twas right they should — 

For those who slumbered on the stall, 

With fortunes, even then> too small 

To satisfy their wants, and give 

Such ghostly fathers meanis to live. 

Alas ! for those unreckoning days, 
Wben men, whom foolishly we praise, 
Went forth to preach, yet took no care, 
Poor idiots ! of to-morrow's fere, 
So little camal wants controlled 
The simple Cshermen of old — 
So conscientiously their creed 
They followed— simple men indeed— 
Their Master's iaterests to make known, 
Yet whoUy to forget their own ! 

Thus having^ quoth the Imps, our side 
With grave examples fortified, 
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On which (and here a gracerul bend 
Each spirit made) nonc will contend 
Reliancc ought not to i>e laid ; 
Since from the first a fierce crasade 
Against these holy Clerks, engrossed 
The strength of Heirs embattled host ; 
So hard they worked irom thc beginning, 
To keep the huihan race from sinning. 

Of late— and some perhaps might wink 
And such an act unlawibl think — 
Of late both parties from iatigue, 
Had with each other formed a league, 
And rested on tbeir oars, nor strore 
Or this, or t' other way to moYe, 
So mach — and here let none condemn — 
Their former work exhaasted ttiem. 

Bnt where's Abaddon ? — he who rose 
The fiery discord to compose 
Which Beliars angry speech had caosed ?— 
With arm extended^ first he paused, 
Then gazing round him with a look 
Of mild^ yet dignified rebuke^ 
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Thus spoke :— 

And shall we, mighty lords> 
Waste io an idle striie of words 
And angry clamour^ mcntal powers 
So deep and eloquent as onrs ? 
Sball vfe, just Uke the puny race 
Of Members in another plaCe, 
Day after day constituents baulk, 
By fa/A;— ^aM— nothing else but talk ? 
The whole batch of the grave si^-hundred^ 
Deeming tbeir interest would be sundered 
Witb those who sent them there^ unless 
Upon each subject they digress, 
And shove^ poor fools ! their rush-light spark in^ 
To light those themes they only darken. 
And yet the people^ silly foIks ! 
Swallow with open mouth^ the hoax — 
Believe these worthies when they bawl, 
And deem them patriots— patriots ali !^ 



» " Patriots," says Walpole, "spring np like mnshrooras; I could 
raise iifty of them within four>and-twenty hours. I have raised many 
of them in one night It is but refu8ing to gratify an unreasonable 
or insolent demand, and up starts a patriot." 
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In Turkey, when from tower and steeple, 
The loud-Yoiced Muezzin to the people 
At evening*s close, or morning's rise, 
La Allah illa Allah, cries ; 
The long-eared brethren for the nonce, 
Like Parish Clerks give forth response, 
And with true asinine delight, 
In concert bray with all their might ! 
Hence, shocked at sach a want of breeding, 
And justly moved to wrath exceeding, 
The solemn Turks maintain that asses 
Are Christians all !*— a thought that passes 
In strangeness most that I have heard, 
And is both slanderous and absurd» 

Yet certes, thongh the charge I scout, 
And of its faIshood make no doubt, 
I must confess with shame, alas ! 
That many a Christian is an ass ; 
As may be seen in either House, 
When Members prove their want of nous, 



* '* The Torks say the asses are all Christians ; and it is not a 
little curionSy that no sooner is the honr of prayer proclaimed from 
the minaret, and the La AUah illa AUah is announced in a clear and 
sonorous voice, than the solemn and impressive strain is answered by 
the abominable braying of every ass in the country/'— iStr fVm» GelL 
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By prosing on some favorite hobby, 

Until their hearers seek the lobby, 

61ad to escape the endless braying 

Of those who deem the part they're playiog, 

Is one to iind a place in history ; 

Of which Titne soon will solve the mystery, 

And prove these sapient folks have ears, 

As lengthy as their graver Peers. 

Oft bave I, roaming np from Hades, 
Sat snngly perched among the ladies 
Within that Tawer of Babel—Areat 
In female costnme like the rest— 
With petticoaty and gown> and bonnet, 
And Aowers, or featbers stnck npon it ; 
Coiling my tail^ lest it shonld mstle, 
Beneath the whole to form a Irnstle, 
And thus preserving my incog. 
Lest meddling folks shonld bid me jog*^ 



* The foUowiDg entry occnrs in Grey*8 Debaies, 1675 : " Some 
ladies were in the gallery, peeping over the gentlemen's sbonlderst ' 
The Speaker spying them, called ont, " What borough do tbose ladies 
ser?e for ?" To which Sir W. Coyentry replted, *< They ser^e for the 
Speaker^s chamber.*' Sir Thomas Littleton said, ** Perhaps the 
Speaker may mistake them for gentlemen with iine sleeyes, dressed 
like ladies.** Says the Speaker, ** I am sure I taw peUicoata,*' 
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Alas ! faU many a weary night 
Thus past I^ listening to the Aigbt 
Of these debaters^ \vhile from each 
Dribbled the interminable speech*- 
In the yain hope one single grain 
Of wisdom woald reward my pain, 
And yivify the Iifeless mass, 
A thing which never came to pass. 

Enraged at length to hear them prating, 
And waste whole Sessions in debating 
On silly matters» when they shonld 
Have acted for the public good : 
I sei^ed, worked up to sudden ire, 
A torchy and set their house on fire ; 
And scattered thas, both east and west, 
These venal rats to do their best, 
Till John BuU» such things never cool in, 
Rebnild their house to play the fool in. 

Bat I digress.— Priends let us not 
In such a matter be too hot ; 
Nor let the judgment Hell cnacts^ 
Rest upon isolated facts, 
Recorded on the partial oath 
Of man or woman— doubtful bothr 
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How shali we tben, you ask^ decide^ 
If swayed about from side to side, 
While eitber sex recriminates, 
And swears as wrath or fear dictates ? 
In such a case 'twere best to pause, 
For ob^ my friends ! no comraon cause 
We have been called on to discuss. 

Man*s origin is known to us, 
But woman's was an afterthought, 
And she, so exquisitely wrought 
That nothing the Eternal mind 
In its creatiye power designed, 
Approached in beauty to this gem, 
Of living things the diadem ! 
But how created ? — Man we know 
Was dust^ and to the dust must go — 
But Woman ! — Never from the earth 
Could such a briiliant form have birth— 
A form in which, fire— water— air — 
Might blend, but earth could neyer share, 
Or mar with its gross element, 
A frame which Heaven surely lent. 

Tis all a mystery— yet stili 
We shall I fear, decide but ill. 
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Uoless we know from whence she came, 

And wbether that most glorious frame — 

So soft— so beautifally rounded^ 

Of good or evil is compounded : 

That doubt once solyed^ well better know 

What credence to the men we owe ; 

Since 'tis but natural to suppose^ 

The origin from whence she rose, 

Would from its tinge of good or evil^ 

Make her an angel or a deyil. 

If from a pure and holy source 

These shining creatures took their course, 

'Tis but a natural surmise 

To deem the men's assertions, lies : 

But if a dark and turbid wave 

To this fair sex existence gave> 

Much greater stress may then be laid, 

On all that man hath sworn or said. 

But how to find a matter out, 
So dark— so much involved in doubt, 
Quite puzzles me, and I confess 
I cannot even make a guess, 
Or frame a rational surmise 
To strip it of its dark disguise. 
I 
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Many hare been the drDains and lies too, 
This paeding test has giYen rise to, 
Bat none more stmnge among them eil, 
Than one I now to mind recall. 
Know then, a curioos thonght preyails 
Among the RabbiaB> that with tails 
Men were provided when the earth 
. First gave the human race their birth ; 
Bat that the Architect who framed them^ 
Cut o£f a growth that only shamed ibem, 
And made from it the gentler sek ! 
Bat thts was only said to vex 
The females, for we camot dottbt 
When he the bosliiess went ftbottt> 
He'd ne'er foii» cceatores so ethetial, 
Out of so worthless a material.* 

Yet thottgh I doubt> being somewbat cynical, 
A delinition so rabbinical-^ 



* <' The idea of the Rabbins about thie origi^ of womdtt is singalar. 
They think that man was originidly formed with a tail, like a monkey, 
but that the Diety cnt off this appendage behind, and made woman 
©f it."— Moore'* Epistlea, Odes^ S^. 

(Oh Thomas Moore, how dare you quote 

Sucb matters, e«eo ia a note ? 

Think what a troubled sea you Bwlm in, 

Thus turning tail upon the women, 

And pointing with such wittv nialice, 

Against the scx yoor learaea 9di\\ie%. }^Printer*s Vgvil. 
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I hold it tnie with gravo Monboddo, 

Tbat men were^ thongh the thoaght is odd, oh ! 

Created first with tails upon them, 

But which they lost by sitting on them, 

And thus became in form and shape 

More humany and less like the ape. 

This accident, howeyer strange» 

Led to a salutary change 

In nian's appearance, while his stride 

Was henceforth mucb more dignified. 

For haying foand this awkward root 

6ave him resemblance to the brate, 

And pazzled tailors in their crait, 

Being always in the way abaft ;* 

Twas made a law upon the eartb^ 

To dock all children at their birtb, 

And by this seeming incongruity, 

Deprive them of the superAuity. 

Whenever, therefore, men are found 
Provided thus, 'tis doctrine sound 

• " Aha/t^The hinder part of the ship,"— Poicoiier'» Marine 
Dictionary, 

l 2 
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To deem them bat half ciyiliased, 
Since tails by brates are only prized ; 
Bat that they were at first by Natnre 
Pormed with this inconvenient featare^ 
Proof incontestible I might 
Bring forward^ was there time to night ; 
In fact, there can't a doabt exist, 
Since Bulwer, the Chirosophist, 
Proves to a sceptic's satisfactioQ 
That certain Irish slain in action, 
Had bodies, as a friend related, 
Which, strange to say, thas terminated ; 
Tbis, forty soldiers testified 
On oath, and who shall say they lied ? 
At least no pradent man woald do it 
I fancy, lest his health might rue it.^ 



* l'* Iriah LoDg-Uiles."] << And to make it a little more eredible, 
that the Ramp-bone among brnitish and strong-doclLt Nations, doth 
often sprout out with such an excrecence, or beastly emanation, I am 
informed by an honest young man of Captain Morris Company, in 
Lientenant-Oenerall Iretona Regiment, that at Cashell in tlie Connty 
of Tipperary, in the Proviuce of Munster, in Carrick Patrick Church, 
seated on a hill or rocle, stormed by the Lord Inchequiney and where 
there were neare 8even hundred put to the sword, and none 8aved 
but the Mayor*8 Wife, and her Son; there were found among the 
slaine of the /mA, when they were stripped, divers that had Tailes 
near a qnarter of a yard long; the Relator being very diffident of the 
truth of this Story, after enqttiry, was ensured of the certainty 
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We know when Becket rodc through Stroudey 
A factioas and ungodly crowd 
Reviled the Saint, and sans remorse, 
Lopped the appendix from his horse ; 
A trick which he, with heaven's aid 
Fall soon with interest repaid ; 
For while the irreverent maltitude 
Enjoyed the jest with mockery rade« 
Amid their laaghter and their jeers, 
Each charl was shook with sadden fears^ 
And started with surprise^ to find 
A tail was sprouting out behind, 
Which whoso visits Kent, may see 
Adoming still their progeny.* 

Uiereof by forty Sonldiers that testiiied npon their oaths that they 
were eye-witnessesy being present at the action." 

" AnthropomeiamorphMia: 
Man Tran^inmed: 

CT 

The ArHJUiaU 
Changling,** ^rc. 
<< Scrtpait J,B. Cognomento Chirosophus. M,DJ' 
<' 40 Lond. 1653." 
Snch is the title (or rather a portion of it, for the whole woald 
occnpy too much space) of the Tery singnlar Yolnme, from which the 
foregoing extract is taken. Of the author, John Bulwer, ^< sumamed 
the Chiro8opher"^hnt little is known. He produced several Tracts, 
iilled with notions eqaaUy extravagant, bnt the *< Anthropometamor- 
phosis" appears to have been his last labonr, for we wholly lose sight 
of him after its pnblication. 

* '< Polydore Yirgil (handeling that hot contention, between King 
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Nor is tbis miracle alooe, 
The only one that can be shewn 
In proof of the belief I hold, 
For many yet rdmain untold ; 
Of which, another will suffice 
To satisfy the oyer-nice, 
Who dealing still in contradiction^ 
Esteem such holy legends iiction. 

When Augustine through Dorset past 
Fish tails werc rudely at him cast, 
A prank which ended in the shame 
Of those from whom the insult came ; 
Who having thus the saint derided, 
With terminations were proyided 
Like mermen, and had tails and fins 
'Ea-taikd upon them for their sins.* 



Hauie the seconde, and Tkonuu Beekei), salthey that Becket (belng 
at the length repnted for the Kings enemie) began to be so commonly 
neglected, contemned, and hated, that when as it * happened him npon 

* a time to come to Stroude the inhabitants thereabonts (being desiroas 
' to despite that good father) sticked not to cnt the taile from the 
' horse on which he roade, binding themseWes thereby with a perpe- 
' tual reproache: For afterward8 (by the will of God) it so happened, 

* that CYery one which came of that kinred of men which had plaied 
' that nanghty pranke, were bome with tailes, evenas brotebeasts be/ 
— YF. Lambard^e Perambulation through Kent,~~lS70. 

* ^* Snch another like tale did Alextuider Eaeebye sometime wiite 
of Augustine, Beckets predecessonr, (or rather foaiidef ) ia lliat See : 
who, as he saiethi when Esh tailes were despite^ully throwen at him 



Digitized by 



Google 



BELFEGOR« 1 19 

Why even the famoas Democrat,^ . 
Who twists and tums poor silly Pat 
Around his thomb^ and every year 
Squeezes some tbirteen thousand cji^ar^ 



by certaine men of DorsetBhire^ was so fariou8ly ▼eKed therewith, that 
he called opon God for revenge, and he forthwith heard him, and 
stralie them with tailes for their pnnishment'' — Lambard^a PerambU' 
lation, 

The Golden Legendg,iYes a somewhat different yersion of this story. 
St« Augustine came to a certaine town, inhabited by wicked people, 
who ** refa8ed hys doctryne and prechyng nterly^and drof hym out of 
the towne, castyng at hym the tayles of thornback, or lyke ^ysshes ; 
wherefore he be^oiight Aloiyghty Qod to phewe hyf jugement on 
them ; and Ood seot to them a 8hamefull token ; for the cbyldren 
that were born aftev in the ploee, bad taylei, ae it it ti^d, tyll they 
had repented them. It is said comynly that thi^ fyll at Strode in 
Kente ; but blyssed be Gode, at tbys daye Is no siich deformyte." — 
Golden Legend, 

* Although I entertain a Atrong dislike to many points in the cha- 
racter of the great Agitator, I eaaiiot bcit admire the iBdomitable 
spirit which has supported hlm through a long and storroy political 
career; during which he has devoted, with all the enthnsiasm of 
youth, the collected energies of a powerful mind, to the renu>val of 
those grievances under which his country has so long laboured. That 
a leaveQ of seUltbiiess nhould pervad« «aeh a character, is to be 
lamented ; but if ihe effect produced be good, we should not too 
narrowly investigate the oiotiyee #rom wheoce it prlg^f^i^4> 

The folIowing eKtrpct from BicutU*s Glossograpkia, 1674, may per- 
haps interest the curioos reader. 

^* Agitators, in the ye.ar 1647, were two Souldiers, chosen outof 
«ach Regiment of the then Independent Army, to be Agents for their 
respective Regim^nt^, and to f it ia a kip4 of Cooncil/' 

A curious instance of the extravagant notions entertained by this 
class of men, ii given by WjJk«r in hi^ {itstory of ladepeadency: 
tliey were indeed, wholesale Reformers, or rather Destructives; and 
advocated a general contiscation of property thronghout the kingdom^ 
thc produce of which was to ''be equaUy diyided between the otGcers 
and soldiers of the army, to satisty their arrears, and recompenoe 
itheir good ser^ices.'' 
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Oat of the people whoni he knows 

Are starving— -that^s un autre chose-- 

Which yet^ I certes mast condemn^ 

As mirtii to him bat death to them : 

Why even he^ behind him trails 

The most volaminoas of tails, 

Composed of many a dirty fragment, 

And never, one would think, to wag meant; 

Which yet he twists about at will, 

And brandishes with so moch skill^ 

It serves to steer him through the storm^ 

And guide his somewhat portly form. 

Tis trae^ that sometimes in the stri^e^ 
A restless joiat, endaed with life 
Falls oflf, and wriggling as it lies, 
Toils in the mad awhile, and dies, 
Having no strength^ thoagh strength it gives 
To him by whose sapport it lives. 
Bat this impedes him not — ^in short^ he 
Soon tacks another to the forty 
Sabservient joints^ and primed for battle^ 
Before commencing sounds his rattle^ 
And he mast be with strength endaed 
Who bears unhart its onslaught rude. 
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This tail howeyer^ to be critical, 
Is merely termed a tail political — 
(For Party Leaders, ever made 
Like Kites, witb tails their Aight to aid^ 
Camiot ascend on high to caper 
Withoat such dirty bits of paper, 
So greatly does a portly tail 
These worthies ia their Aight avail) — 
Sach therefore caa't be fair]y classed» 
With those to which I pointed last. 

Bat friends, althoagb IVe clearly shewa 
Why mankind did their tails disown, 
I must confess the graver point 
I've striven vainly to nnjoiat^ 
And that the Gordian-knot is still 
Unopened — cat the links who will. 

It seems however^ clear to me, 
Whate'er her origin may be, 
That woman balanced in the scale 
Of mental power, oatweighs the male ; 
Since she, anmindfal of the ban^ 
First placked^ and gave the frait to man — 
That frait whose mortal taste, we know, 
Broagbt death into the world^ and wo— 
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And hence men say, her nanie'8 a gnomon, 
Denoting what she bionght them — )Fo-man! 

From this I think we may inTer, 
Since knowledge came to man from her, 
And he by woman Srst was bit, 
She far transcends the male in wit ; 
And therefore all this deadly fead 
To which the damned in Hell allnde, 
Arose, I'll feariessly maintain, 
From woman, striving to regain 
Her proper place, and hold the mle 
0'er one she can't bnt deem a fooL 

Hence ali tbose nnperceived resoorces 
In which the whole of womsn's force is, 
To this one point with matchless skiU 
And shrewdness, she directs at will : 
Contriyances still ponring hesh in, 
Till man snnenders at discretion, 
And yields his back nnto the saddle, 
And lets her ronnd his bead so addle 
The bridle throw, and slip the bit in — 
To Gynecocracy snbmitting. 

So yarioos are the means she uses, 
This <me she coaxes, tkat aboses — 



Digitized by 



Google 



B£LFEGOR. 123 

Now bangs oat lights, as glow-worms do, 

To entice the male to come and woo,^ 

And cheats him through his eyes--then teases— 

Wheedles— twists— turns him as she pleases^ 

Until he yields, as most men do 

To troubles which they can't get through. 

The weak, o'er whom ber net is thrown, 

She manages by force alone, 

Allowing him at times a burst 

Of sunshine, lest too deeply cursed^ 

He mighty by shortening his h£e, 

Deprive her of such pleasant strife. 

The proud, by seeming to admit 

His sway in all things, 'tiU he'8 bit» 

Nor deems when with her he conCers, 

He uses not his eyes, but her*s. 

Even stately Bishops have confe8sed, 
(6rave Latimer among the rest) 
Uow great the feat to rule a wife is, 
Doubtless well knowing what the strife is 



* ^ The light of the ibmale giow-worm (as she often crawh np tbe 
stalk of a grass to make hersel^ more conspicnous) is a sigaal to ika 
malcywhich is a slender, dasky wuralHBuaJ^-^WhUe^i Naturai Uiatwy 
of Stlimne. 
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By sad cxperieDce, a teacher 
More eloquent than any preacher.* 
In short^ there seems no use in striyingy 
Since all whoVe yentured thus on wiyeing, 
The strong — the weak — the rich— -ihe proud» 
Alike beneath her yoke are bowed, 
So qnick she hooks the human fish in, 
And brings them to this sad condition. 

A Lydian King once ate his wife^t 
To put an end to married strife, 
No doobt a most ferocious act : 
But modem times record a fact 
To matcb this unpolite proceeding, 
Which happened when a wife was breeding; 
Who, longing for her husband's flesb, 
Killed him !— devouring while Hwas fresh 
Her fill<— the rest she put in salt 
For future use^an heinous fault4 

* " It i9 a great thing to rule a wife nghtly, '^—Bishap Latimer. 

t It was Cambesy a prince of Lydia, as JEHan in^orms ns, who per- 
formed this nnconjngal feat : bnt wbether it resnlted from estreme 
hnnger, love, or the pnrpose mentioned in the text, he does not think 
propcr to explain. 

t " Longins affirms, that a lady in Cologne, who was in tbat state 
that ladies wish to be who Iotc their lords, took such a fancy to taste 
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Of this however, her condition 
Onght to extennate the commission, 
Since love no doubt, instead of hate, 
Made her his exit antedate. 
But other crimes that offer less 
To palliate their wickedness, 
Haye been, and are committed, still, 
By them to satisfy their will. 

At WyIgeforte's shrine, of oats a peck 
Wives pay, to break a husband's neck, 
The saint providing for the nonce^ 
A horse that can be rode but once, * 
Who carries headlong to Old Nick 
The spouse of whom the wife is sick.* 

Nor is this saint their whole resource 
For thus procuring a divorce, 

the Aesh of her hasband, that she actnally assassinated him ; and 
after indnlging in as mnch fresh meat as the weather permiited, 
salted the remainder for fnrther use.**—MUlengen*§ Cumaiiiei t^ Me^ 
diciU Experienee, 

* " And yet is she wiser than St. Wylgerorte ; for the, good sonl, 
is, as they say, content to be served with oats, peradTentnre to pro- 
vide a horse for an evil hnsband to ride to the de^il, for that is the 
thing she is so songht for; insomuch that women have changed her 
name, and, instead of St Wylgeforte, call her St Uncumber, becanse 
they reclLon that for a peck of oats she will not fail to nncnmber them 
of their hnsbands/'— 5ir Thmaa More'8 Dyalogue on the Adoraeion 
of Ymages, 
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For every Sunday in the year, 
Crowds of impatient wives appear 
To honor good Winfarthing's sword — 
A relic by the sex adored, 
So great its use in shorf ning lives 
Of husbands, hated by their wives.* 

In marriage, Plato recommendedy 
That different tempers should be blended — 
That men of disposition mild, 
Should match with ^emales fierce and wild; 
In hopes a progeny between 
Such souls, would reach the golden mean^t 



* Blomefield in bis ** Nor/olk ** states, that a cnrions shrine for. 
merly eiisted at Winfarthing, in that Connty ; which contained a 
precions relic, called " the good sword of WiaTarthlng.'* ^ It was 
eilicient in the recoTory of lost property, and of horses stolen or 
strayed, and in the still more important office of shortening the liYcs 
of refractory hnshBiids. To obtain its interference in this way, the 
impatlent help-nate was sun{dy reqnired to enter the church on every 
Snnday throngh tlie year, and set np a lighted candle before the relic." 
'< This preciotts relic was originally the sword of a robber, who took 
sanctnary in the chnrchyard, bnt escaped through the negligence of 
the watdunauy and left this sword behind him. It was laid np for 
many years in an old chest; bnt the parson and clerl^ at length 
strilKing on the idea of proclaiming it as a relic, drew it from its ob- 
scnrity, and made a handsome re?enne of their device.**--Reirospeciive 
Review* 

i ^ Different dlspositions also are to be mingled together ; so that 
a mild woman may be nnited to an irascible man, and an irascible 
woman to a tranquil man; in order that tbe oATspring produced from 
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And thus to beneSt tho State 
Damn two» to one another's bate. 
No doabt a philosophic plan, 
Thus to originate with man ; 
But whether the inrentor tried 
The maxim when he chose a bride> 
And to his own grave law obedient, 
Plunged on the perilous expedient : 
Or more magnanimonsly, shewed^ 
Like finger-post npon a road, 
The path for others to pnrsue, 
Being far too wise to folIow too— 
Remains a qQestion to perplex 
The advocates of either sex. 
If he, like Curtius^ for the nation 
Thus hurried headlong to damnation, 
I hold him &t, withont apology, 
To shine in Fox's Hartyrology : 
But if he calcalated on 
The nerves of otbers, not his own. 



different dispositiottSy may, by tlie astistance of wat^ adrantage arising 
froni sncii ordinances, be rormed to better manners, and tbns the city 
may be increased by the wealth of families constitnted after this 
manner. — Apukius on the Docirines of ihe PhUosophy qf PUdo^ — TayWs^ 
TrawsMim. 
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And never personally tested 
The scheme his policy saggested, 
I deem it not wortti a potato, 
Although the progeny of Plato. 

Tis plain, even idioald the plan have missed 
That others have parsaed the system, [him, 

Of which the nameroas compiaints 
Poared forth by sinners and by saints, 
6ive proof> althoagh the State may gain, 
How dreadfal is tbe haman pain. 

However^ 'tis bnt right to own 
Tbe sombre pictnre I have shewn 
Of woman's frailty, takes its coarse 
Direct irom a pollated soarce, 
Being sketched by the condemned below, 
When qaestioned on their caase of woe, 
And is not one, I must confess> 
On which we ought to lay a stress. 

How shall we then decide ? — You ask. — 
Aye, thaf s indeed an awfal task. — 
What say you, as a last resonrce, 
To steer a safe and middle course — 
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One whichto neither side shall lean, 
And yet the truth we covet, glean ? 
It strikes me, friends, a jury might 
Of either sex, set matters light; 
And that six wise and sapient females, 
Matched with a like amonnt of the males^ 
Woald be enabled to estract 
From yarious eyidence, the fact, 
And thus inform us where the blame 
Should rest— on man or woman's name. 

Abaddon ceased— but this grave measure, 
Which he no doubt esteemed a treasure 
Of diabolical sagacity, 
Was battered with great pertinacily 
By many sapient Imps. 'Twas said 
By one> that if this plan was laid> 
The jury never could decide 
The important cause before them tried ; 
Since either sex would argue strong 
For that to which they did belong, 
So that 'mid uproar and confusion, 
They ne'er would come to a conclusion* 
K 
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Another doabted strongly, whether 
They safely could be broaght together, 
And thonght it probable, that when 
The women^ mingled with the men, 
Were placed within the jary box, 
They^d *' WiU I—NiU I/' fan to knocks 



At length wben after long debate 
The jaded Hoase impatient sate, 
Old Nick arose with dae decoram, 
And deftly laid his plan before 'em ; 
Jttst at that happy time when all 
Were glad on any scheme to faU, 
That might relieve them from the pain 
Of walking round the conrs^ again. 

'Tis needless to repeat his speech— 
The compiiments dispensed to each^ 
Or how, by hints most sulitly thrown, 
He made tbe plan appear th^r own : 
Enoagh, ttiat *twas nm. con. decreed 
A demon shoald to eaYth proceed, 
For ten long years to undergo, 

be mats the best laid plsms we kiiow) 
rarious ills that men are heirs to, 
hopes and passions^ wants and cares too ; 
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And lest tbe project shonld miscanry, 
It was ordained the Imp sbonld marry, 
And thas in person verify 
Of man's report» the truth or lie. 

Bat here a difficalty rose 
Enoagh the gravest head to pose— 
For lo ! when this sage plan was voted, 
And all instructions booked, and noted> 
The task so dreadfal did appear, 
None could be foand to voIanteer ; 
Each striving, foT some private end, 
To shove the duty on a friend, 
Who thougbt tbe married state^ alas ! 
A fiery ordeal to pass» 
And therefore shunned the profFered bait, 
Preferring far in Hell to wait. 

Old Nicky at lengtb» on finding none 
Coald be by bribes or Aattery won 
To undertake the doabtfal triali 
Waxed wroth at every fresh denial : 
Until at last he swore by Stys, 
By casting lots^ on one to fiX| 
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Since he was boand to ascertain 
If man with jnstice did complain ; 
Or whether, as he half believed, 
The caitiff had his ears deceived : — 
For be it noted, qaoth old " Clootie/* 
Wiping his featares grim and sooty — 
Oar jadges bat one side have heard, 
And thoagh they hotly have averred 
From man's report, that wives are faries, 
Twas so decided by iiia2e jaries. 
Now 'twoald impagn oar jastice macb, 
Shoald we so nice a matter toach — 
So subtle in its grave details, 
Merely upon the faith of tnales, 
When 'tis from actaal proof alone, 
Its trath or falsehood can be known. 

Tbas having said, he bade them cast 
The lots with all convenient haste, 
To Minos, as cbief Judge, confiding 
A task that wortby took great pride in. 
Meanwhilc the startled multitude 
Around in mute amazement stood, 
Eacb wrapt in such a desperate taking, 
Their limbs like aspen Ieaves were sbaking- 
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While copious sweat froin every hide, 
And yarious odoars, testified 
The great fear entertained by all^ 
Lest on their heads the lot shonld fall. 

On Belpegor, the mission fell, 
A merry, cock-eyed, imp of Hell, 
Than whom, 'twas known beyond denial, 
None could be fitter for the trial : 
But whether by some dexteroas sleight, 
The lot was made on him to light, 
l'm not prepared to say, since most 
Of the minute details are lost. 

Behold him then^ well fitted out, 
Take leaye of the infemal rout^ 
And haste, although with sore misgiying, 
Above, to join the quick and Iiving, 
Doomed for a space to dwell with men ! 

** Retumed from earth what said he then?" 

What said he? — Ere a year was gone 
He hurried back so pale and wan. 
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The wondering demons scarcely knew 
Their ancient crony, leal and trae, 
Bat thonght at first ere he had spoken^ 
Twas some damned soul from limbo broken! 
For oh ! when asked how he had fared^ 
The miserable Imp declared 
With lifted hands, he'd rather dweU 
For twenty thonsand years in Hell, 
Than pass another year of strife 
With that infemal plagne, a Wife ! 



TIi£ END. 



JAMB8 BUBRIIX, PBIlfTBR| CHATHAM. 
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